
 
 
 

2027 PCA Na*onals 

Frequently Asked Ques0ons 

 
Why are the Nationals being held in Victoria again?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

1. We understand that members would like to see the Nationals held in different 
parts of Australia. However, there are very few venues nationally that can 
accommodate an event of this scale, with the competition areas, warm-up 
spaces, stabling, camping, parking and supporting infrastructure required to 
deliver the full Championships program.  
 
Werribee Park met these requirements and was available during the limited 
period when school holidays align across Australia. The venue and dates 
were considered in consultation with all state and territory associations and 
were supported by each association.  

 
2. We understand the preference to see the Nationals shared around Australia. 

That had to be balanced against the practical requirements of staging an 
event of this scale. The venue and dates were considered in consultation with 
all state and territory associations and agreed to by all.  
 
Werribee Park is an outstanding equestrian venue and one of very few in 
Australia able to accommodate the full Championships program. Its 
availability during the limited period when school holidays align across 
Australia made it the strongest option for 2027.  

  
Why do the dates overlap with the Australian Interschool Championships?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

1. The September 2027 school holiday calendars provide only a two-week 
period when holidays align across all states and territories. Availability at a 
venue capable of hosting the Championships during this window is also 
extremely limited.  
The Australian Interschool Championships had already secured the Tamworth 
venue, including the surrounding bump-in and bump-out dates. The available 
choice was therefore between holding the two events over the same period or 
scheduling the Pony Club National Championships earlier to limit the overlap.  
The dates of 25–29 September limit the overlap to the two-day bump-in period 
before Interschool competition begins and preserve the possibility for some 
competitors, officials and traders to participate in both events, depending on 
their individual schedules and the final competition timetables.  
Other school-holiday periods were considered but were not viable due to 
weather, venue availability and the time required for state and territory 
qualification and selection. The selected dates were supported by all state 
and territory associations.  



 
2. We understand the concern about the overlap with the Australian Interschool 

Championships. The September school holiday calendars provide only a two-
week period when members from every state and territory association are on 
holidays at the same time.  
  
There are also very few venues across Australia capable of accommodating 
an event of this scale, with multiple disciplines running across several days 
and the required competition areas, warm-up spaces, stabling, 
camping, parking and supporting infrastructure. Availability at a suitable venue 
within that shared school-holiday window is therefore extremely limited.  
  
The Tamworth venue had already been secured for the Interschool 
Championships, including several days on either side for bump-in and bump-
out. Within the viable dates and venue availability, our practical choice was 
between holding the Pony Club National Championships at WPNEC at the 
same time as Interschools, which would have removed any opportunity to 
attend both, or scheduling our event earlier and limiting the overlap as far as 
possible.  
  
The dates of 25–29 September create a two-day overlap and preserve the 
possibility for some competitors to participate in both events, depending on 
their disciplines and the final competition timetables. We recognise that this 
will not be possible for everyone and that some families may still need to 
make a choice.  
  
Other school-holiday periods were also considered. However, likely weather 
conditions, venue availability and the time required for state and territory 
associations to conduct their qualification and selection processes meant they 
were not considered viable for the 2027 Championships.  
  
The venue and dates were considered in consultation with all state and 
territory associations and were supported by each association. While it was 
not possible to eliminate the conflict altogether, the dates selected provide the 
best available opportunity to accommodate both events.  
  

  
Has Formal Gymkhana been removed?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
Yes. Formal Gymkhana has been replaced by the new Pony Club All-Rounder for 
the 2027 Championships. Further information about its format, classes and eligibility 
requirements will be released once consultation is complete.  
 
What is the Pony Club All-Rounder?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
The Pony Club All-Rounder is a new competition for 2027 designed to showcase the 
versatility and broad horsemanship skills developed through Pony Club. The 
competition format, class structure and eligibility requirements are currently being 
finalised.  
 



How do riders qualify?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
Qualification and selection will be managed by each state and territory association. 
PCA is finalising the class structure, eligibility requirements and entry allocations so 
associations can develop and publish their qualification and selection processes.  
 
When will entries open?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
Entry dates and processes will be announced once the competition structure and 
qualification arrangements have been finalised. Entries will close two months before 
the Championships, with the exact date to be confirmed.  
 
When will the competition timetable be released?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
The detailed competition timetable is still being developed and will be released as 
planning progresses. The full event dates have been announced now so 
competitors, families, officials and supporters can begin planning.  
 
When can competitors arrive?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
Early access to Werribee Park will be available. Arrival dates and arrangements for 
stabling, camping and venue access will be confirmed as planning progresses.  
 
How can officials or experienced event personnel get involved?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
Expressions of interest are now open for judges, officials and experienced event 
personnel. Further information and the EOI form are available 
at ponyclubausnatchamps.com.au.  
 
Can I volunteer?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
General volunteer recruitment will open closer to the Championships. The current 
EOI is intended for judges, officials and people with relevant event-delivery 
experience.  
 
How can businesses become involved?  
────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
Expressions of interest are now open for businesses interested in sponsorship, 
partnership or joining the Trade Village. Further information and the relevant EOI 
forms are available at ponyclubausnatchamps.com.au.  
  
 

https://ponyclubausnatchamps.com.au/
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