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I am pleased to present the Annual 
Report for the 2013-2014 year.  It 
has been another busy year and 
I will give a brief overview of the 
achievements, activities and future 
direction of PCAV.

Early in April PCAV had the opportunity 
to purchase “Shirley Heights”, a 157 
acre property with infrastructure for 
equestrian activities, including an indoor 
arena.  After due consideration PCAV 
decided to purchase the property to help 
sustain PCAV for the long term future. 

The property has since been renamed 
“PCAV Park” and will be developed to 
hold State Training Clinics and host State 

events when necessary. 

A sub Committee has been appointed 
to manage, maintain and oversee the 
development of the property.  “PCAV 
Park” is also suitable and available for 
clubs to hire for camps and clinics, 
it has facilities for horses, overnight 
accommodation and catering.   It is 
important that all Councillors work 
together for the future development of 
“PCAV Park”.

As part of the Australian Sports 
Commission requirements all National 
Sporting bodies have been required 
to review their Governance.  The 
National body, Pony Club Australia has 
completed the review of the Governance 
restructure and is now operating under 
a new Constitution independent of the 
States. 

PCAV Vice President Darrelyn Boucher 
is chair of the PCAV Governance 
review sub-committee, additional sub-
committee members will be appointed 
after the PCAV AGM and the review 
completed within two years.  

The review will be completed in 
consultation with the clubs, a lot of 
ground work has already been done and 
in place to take the review to the next 
level.  The review is funded with a Grant 

from Vic Sport, and project workers are 
available to assist with the process, part 
of a Strategic Support Initiative.

Congratulations! To Vicki Connelly who 
has resigned her position as PCAV Vice 
President to take up the role of President 
of Pony Club Australia.   We wish Vicki 
well in her challenging new role.

As usual it has been a busy year for 
Zones and sub committees involved in 
organising and running State events.  
Midland Zone ran the Dressage and 
Showjumping Championship at Bendigo 
and Central Zone the Horse Trials at 
Riddell’s Creek.  Congratulations and well 
done to both Zones and all the workers 
and volunteers associated with running 
of these successful and enjoyable events.  

A big thank-you to the sub committees 
for all their hard work, dedication and 
time organising the following events.

The State Games, Flat, Musical Ride 
and Pairs Championship was again held 
at Bacchus Marsh.  This year saw the 
introduction of a Pairs event which was 
well supported, there has been positive 
feedback regarding standardizing the size 
of all the Dressage Arenas and the run 
off between the top five games teams 
continues to create an exciting finish to 
the weekend.

President’s Report

“PCAV Park” is also suitable and available 
for clubs to hire for camps and clinics, 
it has facilities for horses, overnight 

accommodation and catering.  



The Inter Zone Horse Trials at Yarrambat 
was an excellent weekend, well supported 
and provided a challenging weekend of 
competition for all the competitors.

The Prince Philip Games Inter Zone 
Challenge held at Bacchus Marsh was a 
successful weekend and enjoyed by all 
the competitors.

“Speed to Safety’;  special thanks to Lisa 
Coffey for her continual work with  Clubs 
and Zones, preparing riders, overseeing 
time trials and assisting to obtain access 
to Race Tracks across the state.  PCAV 
acknowledge and thank Racing Victoria 
for sponsoring and mentoring this 
event, which provides members with an 
introduction to the racing industry and an 
exciting opportunity and experience for 
those riders who qualify to ride on race 
day.

Thank you to our Chief Instructors Panel, 
DCI and ZA for all your hard work helping 
and providing riders with Instruction and 
achieve their Certificates.  This year five 
riders achieved their “B Certificate” this 
takes a lot of hard work and dedication 
from all involved.  Also increases the 
number of riders eligible to nominate for 
the Inter Pacific Exchange Rally. 

Congratulations must also go to Hannah 
Ramage from Benalla Pony Club on 
achieving her “A” Certificate. 2007 was 
the last time a rider to achieve the highest 
Efficiency Certificate in Pony Club.

Congratulations to all the recipients of the 
“Award of Merit” it’s always pleasing to 
see members nominated by their club for 
this award.

The web site, facebook, twitter and the 
PCAV Magazine “Making a Difference” 
continue to be a great sources of 
communication, keeping riders up to 
date with Pony Club information, news, 
club activities and rallies. The continually 
changing photos on the web site are 
always interesting and an insight into 
what’s going on at club level around the 
state.

I would like to recognize the contribution 
to the PCAV movement made by retiring 
State Councillor and Life Member Kaye 
Blanchard and PCAV Vice President Vicki 
Connelly over many years.  Both Kaye 
and Vicki have worked endlessly for the 
organisation and their work, commitment 
and dedication has always been valued 
and appreciated.

PCAV Treasurer, Pam Davey has once 
again done an excellent job managing the 

finances and keeping the organisation in a 
strong Financial Position. 

Our thanks to our major sponsor 
Horseland who provide the winning rugs 
at every State Championship, siginificant 
product support and a cash sponsorship.  
This support is greatly appreciated and 
helps Pony Club Victoria to continue 
to provide a quality experience for our 
riders.

Our thanks to the Victorian State 
Goverment who support many initiatives 
aimed at increasing participation, 
maintaining membership, developing 
Clubs, Officials and coaches and generally 
assisting PCAV to realise its strategic 
goals.

Thank you to the State Council and 
Executive Members for your help and 
guidance during the year.

I would like to finish by thanking PCAV 
Executive Officer Clare Lewin, Coaching 
Director Kate Wilson and all the great 
office staff – Vicki Jans, Suanne Waugh, 
Diana Hewson and  Jennifer Goard for 
your hard work, guidance and support 
throughout the year.

Philip Cobbledick
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“Speed to Safety’;  special 
thanks to Lisa Coffey for her 
continual work with  Clubs 

and Zones, preparing riders, 
overseeing time trials and 

assisting to obtain access to 
Race Tracks across the state.  
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Executive Officer’s Report

All sporting bodies are faced by the 
challenge of adapting to the changing 
attitudes and behaviour of Australians. 

2013-2014 has been a momentous 
year for the future of Pony Club in 
Victoria.

For many years a strategic objective of 
the PCAV State Council has been land 
tenure for Pony Clubs. Urban sprawl 
has encroached on club facilities. Land 
to host events, especially horse trials, 
has diminished. Many Clubs no longer 
have the luxury of their own grounds – 
equestrian hubs, user groups and shared 
facilities have become the norm. 

Until recently PCAV had not been in a 
financial position to consider purchasing 
land. However, over the last 5 years this 

position has changed due to improved 
business principles, conservative 
spending and consolidation of the 
business. Several properties had been 
considered but none ticked all the boxes. 
However; early in April a unique property 
became available and State Council 
made the decision to purchase Shirley 
Heights Equestrian Centre which has 
been renamed PCAV Park.

Services provided by the State Office 
will not be impacted by the purchase of 
PCAV Park. Clubs, Members, Officials and 
Coaches will continue to be supported at 
the current levels. However, additional 
infrastructure and development of the 
property will rely heavily on fundraising 
and sponsorship. 

Challenges faced by Sport

All sporting bodies are faced by the 
challenge of adapting to the changing 
attitudes and behaviour of Australians. 
Our lifestyles are changing, we are 
becoming increasingly time poor and 
everybody is competing with other forms 
of entertainment including screen time.

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) 
identified the need to conduct research 
to better understand what motivates 
people to participate in sport and 
physical activity.

A Market Segmentation study was 
commissioned in 2012 and across all 
the identified children’s segments the 
underlying motivation for participation is 
to have fun and socialise.

PCAV must not lose sight of this aspect of 
sport, competition is important but it can 
also be a detractor. Clubs especially need 
to ensure that the social, fun aspect is 
maintained. 

State Council

Membership attraction and retention 
is a high priority on the Strategic Plan. 
Council has identified some non-
traditional membership categories to 
be trialled. Adult Riding Membership 
has become a permanent category after 
the pilot program set up in 2012 was 
completed successfully. Smaller regional 
Clubs have benefited most from opting 
to include Adult Riding Members.



The Riders without Horses (RWH) 
program is another membership 
category that is being explored further.  
Traditionally a new member arrived 
at a club “readymade”;- that is they 
already had a horse. Consideration has 
to be given to including those who are 
just beginning their equestrian journey 
and do not have a horse. There are 
currently Clubs that run RWH programs 
successfully and those that have access 
to extra horses and agistment are most 
successful in providing this option. A 
Pilot is currently underway to extend the 
category into Commercial Riding Centres. 
Member Centres and riders would have 
access to PCAV certificate material and 
other Pony Club Programs. 

Membership numbers

Membership totals for 2013-2014 was 
5958 comprised of 4973 juniors, 882 
Associates and 103 Adult Riding. This 
represents a decrease of 80 riders or 
1.3% from the 2012-2013 year. This is 
the least significant drop in membership 
since 2006 – 2007 the year of equine 
Influenza. The fact that Pony Club is 
maintaining its base is a good sign but 
we still have to continue to work towards 
increasing numbers.

Pony Club Australia 

The PCAV State Office has been providing 
Administrative services for Pony Club 
Australia (PCA) since July 1st 2013.

It has been a challenging year for all 
concerned as there was little handover 
so new processes have had to be created 
in response to the work required.

Two International Teams were sent 
overseas, meetings were organised 
and the National Coaching Conference 
convened.

A new Governance structure was 
endorsed in May 2014 and an interim 
Board is now in place. The new 
Board is Skills based rather than the 
representational model which had been 
in place for many years.

The PCAV Efficiency Certificate Manuals 
have been adopted nationally and are 
produced with the PCA Logo on the 
cover. PCAV Shop Sales have increased 
as a result with all States purchasing 
the books. We need to be mindful that 
at some stage there will be a move to 
producing these resources electronically.

Funding

PCAV has continued to receive 
generous funding support from the 
State Government through Sport and 
Recreation Victoria which now comes 
under the banner of The Department of 
Planning and Local Infrastructure (DPLTI).

The method of Grant acquittal has 
changed as has the way the funds are 
distributed. The funding periods can 
run across different financial years as 
illustrated in the 2013-2014 Financial 
Year where the grant income was 
reduced by $75,000. 

This factor illustrates just how important 
it is to ensure good financial models 
are maintained. Membership fees and 
shop prices must reflect the true cost 
to run the organisation. Grant money is 
an additional bonus to go towards the 
programs and projects for which it has 
been received.

In 2013 -2014 PCAV received funding 
under the following initiatives:

Victorians More Active (VMA) - 
Performance based funding of $30,000 
as a State Sporting Association (SSO). 
Under the Local Coaches for Local Clubs 
program $8,000 has been received with 
a further $2,000 contingent on training 
100 Level 1 Coaches. Each successfully 
qualified Coach must receive $100 
towards the cost of their training.

Sports are invited to submit Expressions 
of Interest (EOI) for Funding under 
various Government initiatives. In 
some instances where total funding 
is not awarded the sport is given a 
smaller amount to create a plan for the 
project. This is done via a working group 
facilitated by SRV. To date PCAV has been 
invited to develop a Disability Action 
Plan and a Volunteer Action Plan. Sports 
with Project Plans are more likely to be 
considered when submitting an EOI in 
future funding rounds.

Equestrian Australia made a successful 
submission under the Volunteer 
Innovation Program to attract, train and 

retain volunteers across the Equestrian 
Sector. SRV have made significant 
investment into the project which was 
contingent on PCAV and Horse Riding 
Clubs Association of Victoria (HRCAV) 
participation and a partnership with 
Volunteering Victoria. This Program is 
part of a larger Government initiative 
to have all volunteer resources under 
one umbrella with one point of contact. 
The outcome of the EA Submission 
will be the development of resources 
and volunteering pathways across the 
equestrian sector.

I would like to thank the State 
Government through Sport & Recreation 
Victoria for their continued support 
of Pony Club. The assistance provided 
enables us to run programs, undertake 
projects and produce resources that 
benefit PCAV members and volunteers 
now and into the future. 

Office Administration

In conclusion I would like to thank the 
dedicated team in the State Office who 
have once again contributed another 
remarkable year. 

Vicki – Membership, Diana – Accounts, 
Suanne – Magazine and Sponsorship, 
Kate – Coaching Director and Jennifer 
– Shop have all played a part in the 
additional work created by the Pony Club 
Australia administration. The extra tasks 
have been performed in addition to the 
normal work load without impacting on 
the service provided to PCAV members 
and Volunteers.

I would also like to thank the PCAV State 
Council, Executive, Chief Instructors’ 
Panel, PCAV sub committees and all 
club volunteers for their continued hard 
work and commitment to the Pony Club 
movement in Victoria.

Clare Lewin

The Riders without Horses (RWH) program is 
another membership category that is being explored 
further.  Traditionally a new member arrived at a club 

“readymade”;- that is they already had a horse. 



Membership

BARWON					   
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
Apollo bay	 11			   11	 10
Bacchus Marsh	 69	 10	 3	 82	 69
Ballan	 35	 2		  37	 18
Ballarat	 60	 15		  75	 86
Barwon heads	 40	 6		  46	 43
Barwon valley	 75	 5		  80	 54
colac	 51	 18		  69	 88
Corio Moorabool	 48	 19		  67	 69
Drysdale Leopold	 34	 1		  35	 41
Geelong Grammar	 1			   1	 3
Leighdale	 54	 1		  55	 27
Little river	 36	 2		  38	 19
Lochard	 22	 11		  33	 25
Mount Duneed	 21	 2		  23	 24
Portarlington	 25	 3		  28	 33
Rokewood	 33	 1		  34	 9
Smythesdale	 40	 8		  48	 14
TOTAL	 655	 104	 3	 762	 632

CENTRAL					   
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
Beveridge	 5			   5	 7
Broadford	 22	 3		  25	 23
Bullengarook	 23	 2		  25	 28
Findon	 9	 4	 9	 22	 15
Gisborne	 32	 5		  37	 38
Glenlyon	 9	 3		  12	 16
Kilmore	 47	 1		  48	 51
Kingston	 17	 1		  18	 23
Kyneton	 53	 7		  60	 74
Lancefield	 38	 3		  41	 60
Laurimar	 4	 3		  7	 5
Macedon	 63	 14		  77	 83
Melton	 19	 4		  23	 26
Oaklands	 61	 20		  81	 72
Riddells creek	 59	 19		  78	 108
Sunbury	 12	 4		  16	 12
Trentham	 7	 2	 1	 10	 7
Truganina	 11	 2	 1	 14	 8
Tullamarine	 5	 2		  7	 5
Werribee	 15	 8		  23	 41
Whittlesea	 32	 2		  34	 50
Williamstown	 20	 5		  25	 32
Woodend	 48	 5		  53	 57
TOTAL	 611	 119	 11	 741	 841

EAST GIPPSLAND
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
Bairnsdale	 54	 5		  59	 38
Boolarra	 30	 1	 2	 33	 32
Briagolong	 30	 3		  33	 37
Buchan	 15	 4		  19	 28
Bushy park	 3	 4		  7	 6
Cobblers creek	 13			   13	 15
Jeeralang	 2			   2	 1
Lakes Entrance	 6	 5	 1	 12	 20
Longford	 15		  7	 22	 1
Mallacoota	 7	 1		  8	 10
Mirboo North	 29	 3		  32	 13
Moe	 19	 3		  22	 28
Morwell	 12	 1		  13	
Nowa Nowa	 23			   23	 33
orbost	 19	 3		  22	 18
rosedale	 26	 7		  33	 15
sale	 49	 2		  51	 47
stratford	 33	 2		  35	 40
swifts creek	 13			   13	 8
toongabbie	 23			   23	 18
trafalgar	 11	 2		  13	 8
traralgon	 14	 1		  15	 8
yarram	 2	 1		  3	 6
yinnar south	 11			   11	 11
TOTALS	 459	 48	 10	 517	 441

MIDLAND					   
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
ararat	 27		  5	 32	 15
bealiba	 16	 12		  28	 41
beaufort	 19	 1		  20	 17
bendigo	 29	 13		  42	 35
castlemaine	 3	 1		  4	 6
charlton	 11		  2	 13	 5
donald	 3	 3	 1	 7	 11
harcourt	 8			   8	 6
horsham	 23			   23	 13
huntly-spring gully	 11	 1		  12	 8
loddon	 8			   8	 12
maldon	 16	 4	 3	 23	 16
mandurang south	 31			   31	 24
maryborough	 23	 9	 2	 34	 41
neangar park	 31	 5		  36	 17
st arnaud	 12	 4		  16	 13
stawell	 20	 1	 2	 23	 7
TOTALS	 291	 54	 15	 360	 287

MEMBERSHIP BY ZONE
ZONE	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT 	 SUP
Barwon	 655	 104	 3	 762	 632
Central	 611	 119	 11	 741	 841
East Gippsland 	 459	 48	 10	 517	 441
Midland	 291	 54	 15	 360	 287
North Eastern	 440	 46	 3	 489	 373
Northern Metropolitan	 782	 155	 9	 946	 828
Northern	 383	 60	 32	 475	 396
South Metropolitan	 554	 137	 5	 696	 711
Wannon	 310	 39	 15	 364	 375
West Gippsland	 477	 36	 103	 596	 627
TOTAL	 4962	 4962	 4962	 4962	 4962



NORTH EASTERN	
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
alexandra	 11			   11	 8
beechworth murmungee	 3			   3	 4
benalla	 58	 7		  65	 22
bright	 26	 1		  27	
caniambo	 25	 1		  26	 23
euroa	 27	 4		  31	 22
heathcote	 4			   4	 7
howlong	 32	 3		  35	 15
kergunyah	 23	 11		  34	 49
mansfield	 46	 2		  48	 37
moyhu	 39	 2		  41	 18
myrtleford	 10	 1	 2	 13	 19
numurkah	 17	 1		  18	 32
seymour	 17	 2		  19	 17
shepparton	 38	 3	 1	 42	 40
wangaratta	 31	 3		  34	 23
wondonga	 26	 5		  31	 26
yarrawonga	 7			   7	 11
TOTALS	 440	 46	 3	 489	 373

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
donvale	 30	 2		  32	 62
eltham	 34	 3		  37	 26
healesville	 39	 9		  48	 31
hurstbridge	 51	 2		  53	 2
kangaroo  ground	 50	 16		  66	 71
kinglake	 24	 4		  28	 28
lilydale	 34	 4		  38	 23
lower plenty	 10	 20	 2	 32	 19
mooroolbark	 15	 9		  24	 31
mount evelyn	 24	 3		  27	 24
north eastern	 108	 5	 2	 115	 59
nunawading	 36	 9		  45	 40
ringwood	 23	 7		  30	 27
seville	 75	 15		  90	 56
st andrews	 56	 10	 1	 67	 97
upper yarra	 35			   35	 27
wyena	 26	 7		  33	 39
yarra glen	 61	 10		  71	 85
yarrambat	 51	 20	 4	 75	 81
TOTALS	 782	 155	 9	 946	 828

NORTHERN 					   
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
balranald	 1	 1	 6	 8	 7
bamawm extension	 20	 1		  21	 16
barham koondrook					   
bunbartha	 23	 2		  25	 28
cobram	 46	 7	 3	 56	 54
cohuna	 19		  1	 20	 13
deniliquin	 48	 6	 14	 68	 33
finley	 18	 3		  21	 16
hay	 20		  4	 24	 10
invergordon katandra	 12			   12	 10
kerang	 19	 1		  20	 15
kyabram	 33	 5		  38	 37
lockington	 13	 2		  15	 9
macorna	 1	 8	 2	 11	 3
mildura alcheringa	 31	 4		  35	 46
nathalia	 12	 1		  13	 33
nyah	 20	 10		  30	 17
rochester	 14	 4		  18	 20
swan hill	 23	 5	 2	 30	 25
tocumwal	 10			   10	 4
TOTALS	 383	 60	 32	 475	 396

SOUTH METROPOLITAN
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
balnarring	 29	 4		  33	 48
chelsea	 20	 3		  23	 19
dandenong ranges	 42	 7		  49	 64
dingley	 3	 9		  12	 10
doongala	 52	 7		  59	 84
hastings	 50	 13		  63	 66
langwarrin	 60	 19		  79	 52
macclesfield	 25	 1		  26	 32
main ridge	 52	 6		  58	 46
mentone	 33	 25		  58	 59
merricks	 32	 8		  40	 36
monash	 23	 7	 3	 33	 30
monbulk	 34	 5		  39	 37
mornington peninsula	 47	 10		  57	 55
mountain district	 7	 3	 2	 12	 18
pearcedale	 19	 7		  26	 28
southern peninsula	 16			   16	 11
tooradin	 10	 3		  13	 16
TOTALS	 554	 137	 5	 696	 711

WANNON
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
apsley	 16	 1		  17	 15
branxholme	 14	 1		  15	 18
camperdown	 19			   19	 25
cobden	 12	 1	 1	 14	 17
coleraine	 4	 3		  7	 17
dennington	 24	 2	 7	 33	 15
dunkeld	 2			   2	 5
emu creek	 33	 8		  41	 53
glenelg	 7	 4	 1	 12	 11
hamilton	 32	 1		  33	 52
heytesbury	 8	 2		  10	 15
heywood	 28	 5		  33	 29
macarthur	 43	 6		  49	 50
penshurst	 14			   14	 7
portland	 15	 1		  16	 11
warrnambool	 15	 3	 6	 24	 17
western district	 24	 1		  25	 18
TOTALS	 310	 39	 15	 364	 375

WEST GIPPSLAND				  
CLUB	 JUN	 SEN	 ADU 	 TOT	 SUP
bass valley	 13	 1		  14	 10
berrys creek	 16	 3		  19	 24
berwick	 16	 8		  24	 26
bunyip	 25	 2		  27	 47
cannibal creek	 25	 1		  26	 23
cockatoo	 27	 12		  39	 35
corner inlet	 17	 10		  27	 24
cranbourne	 10	 7		  17	 15
dalmore	 21	 5		  26	 29
drouin	 20	 5		  25	 28
hallam valley	 16	 9		  25	 25
korumburra	 10	 3		  13	 16
lillico	 12	 5		  17	 17
loch nyora	 15	 9		  24	 36
meeniyan	 20	 3		  23	 24
nar nar goon	 24			   24	 19
neerim	 14			   14	 9
officer	 17			   17	 24
pakenham	 55	 14		  69	 66
phillip island	 9	 3		  12	 1
tarwin lower	 11	 1		  12	 11
upper beaconsfield	 33	 6		  39	 44
warragul	 27	 1		  28	 25
wonthaggi	 24	 11		  35	 49
TOTALS	 477	 36	 103	 596	 627
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Barwon Zone
 2013-14 has been an exceptionally 
busy year for clubs and riders in 
Barwon Zone.  With all clubs running 
a variety of events which included: 
Horse Trials, Dressage and Show 
Jumping competitions, Clinics, Camps 
and Trail Rides, Games Days, Shows, 
BEDS (Barwon Equestrian Dressage 
Series) and BESTS (Barwon Equine 
Show Jumping Tri Series).

The Zone qualifying events for the 
State “Games, Flat, Musical Ride 
and Pairs” and “Dressage & Show 
Jumping” continues to rotate around 
Clubs in the Zone.  

The Dressage and Show Jumping 
Qualifier was hosted by Mt. Duneed 
Pony Club and held at Elcho Park.  
Grade 4 Dressage has been added to 
the program, increasing the number 
of competitors at the same time 
encouraging and preparing riders 
for future State qualifying events.  
The day was well supported and 
resulted in Barwon Zone being well 
represented at State with individuals 
and teams in all grades of Dressage 
and Show Jumping.  Riders and teams 
placed as follows.

Dressage:  Grade 1 – Emma Alexander, 
Corio/Moorabool 3rd,  the Grade 2 
team:  (Bryoni Butler – Barwon Valley, 
Ana-Claudia Kaspi – Corio/Moorabool, 
Katharyn O’Driscoll)  4th  and the 

Grade 3 Team: (Alyx Cliford – Barwon 
Valley, Lucy Peters – Leighdale, 
Maddie Salveson – Barwon Valley)  
3rd.   Show Jumping:  “A” Grade  Lucy 
Doodt – Ballarat 4th,  “B” Grade 
Team: (Sarah Richards – Barwon 
Valley, Brie Lewandowski – Drysdale/
Leopold, Tarly McDonald – Ballarat, 
Carissa Bailey – Bacchus Marsh)  4th 
and the “C” Grade Team:  Melissa 
Billing – Ballan, Charlotte Sheldon – 
Barwon Valley, Aspen Filia – Barwon 
Heads, Hannah McLean – Bacchus 
Marsh) 4th.  Well Done! to Midland 
Zone for putting on a great weekend 
at Bendigo.

The Games, Flat, Musical Ride & 
Pairs Zone Qualifier was hosted 
by Rokewood at Woady Yaloak 
Equestrian Centre, Smythesdale and 
was well supported by the majority of 
clubs in the Zone.  There was a slight 
increase in the number of Games 
Teams and the introduction of the 
Pairs event proved popular.  

Around the State

“Speed to Safety” is proving to be a great 
introduction to the Racing Industry for  

Pony Club members. 
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Another successful State 
Championships was held at Bacchus 
Marsh.  Standardizing the Dressage 
arenas worked well, the pairs event 
proved popular and the run off 
between the top 5 teams continues to 
add an exciting finish to the weekend.

Barwon Zone placed in all events:  
Team of Four – Ballarat 1st and 
Bacchus Marsh 5th, Musical Ride – 
Bacchus Marsh 2nd, Pairs – Leighdale 
4th and Ballarat 5th and the Games - 
Bacchus Marsh 3rd.

Thirty Barwon Zone riders (Grade 
1 – 8 and Grade 2 -22) made the trip 
to Riddells Creek to compete at the 
State Horse Trials.  Despite the bitterly 
cold and wet weather, Central Zone 
put on a great weekend, providing 
the riders with a challenging and 
enjoyable event.  Stephanie Thornton 
– Colac won the Grade 1 and the 
following riders placed in Grade 2: 
Charlotte Sheldon – Barwon Valley 
2nd, Genevieve Nicholson – Corio/
Moorabool 4th, Bryoni Butler – 
Barwon Valley 5th, Charlotte Gibson 
– Ballarat 5th and Hannah McLean – 
Bacchus Marsh 6th.

The number of riders from Barwon 
Zone who made the trip to Yarrambat 
to compete at the Inter Zone Horse 
Trials was down on previous years.  
The Zone was still represented by four 
teams (2 x Grade 3 and 2 x Grade 4 
).  The riders all had a great weekend 
and found the cross country course 
challenging. Thanks to the hard 
working organizing committee and 
all the parents who volunteered and 
helped make the weekend a success. 
Well done to the Grade 4 Team 
(Abbey Ralph, Amelia Sutton, Maddie 
Salveson & Jamie Harding) which 
finished in 3rd place.

The Prince Phillip Games Inter Zone 
Challenge, was held at Bacchus 
Marsh.   Barwon Zone entered two 
junior teams – Ballarat & Bacchus 
Marsh and a senior team made up 
of two riders from Ballarat and two 
from Bacchus Marsh.   Most of these 
riders had not previously participated 

in the Prince Philip Games, the day 
went well and the riders had fun.  
The junior team from Bacchus Marsh 
placed 2nd and Ballarat 5th and the 
Senior Composite team 6th.

Barwon Zone had two riders selected 
to ride at the Pony Club Nationals 
and with their families made the 
long trip to the west. Lily Herzer from 
Drysdale/Leopold rode in the Junior 
Dressage and Kayla Crowther from 
Ballarat in the National Mounted 
Games.  

“Speed to Safety” is proving to be 
a great introduction to the Racing 
Industry for Pony Club members. 
Thanks to Lisa Coffey (Racing Victoria) 
for the enormous amount of time 
and effort she puts into organising 
the program and preparing the riders, 
Racing Victoria for sponsoring and 
supporting the day and Moonee 
Valley for including the event in 
their race program. It’s a great 
experience for all the riders involved.  
Melissa Doodt - Ballarat placed 2nd 
in the Grade 1 &2 and Tilly Fair – 
Portarlington place 5th In the Grade 
3 &4.

The Barwon Zone Associate Riders 
group has run a couple of interesting 
dissecting days for riders throughout 
the year which have proved to be very 
interesting for those who attended.  
Thanks to Greg Potter (Colac) for 
supervising and working with the 
group.

The Zone ran a Club Office Bearers 
information night in July.  This was an 
opportunity for new and old office 
bearers and D.C.s to get together and 
discuss their roles as well as share 
information and ideas.  These nights 
have proved productive and helpful 
for all involved.

Congratulations to the following riders 
who were nominated by the Zone 
for the “Award of Merit” and worthy 
recipients of the award.  Lochie Bailey 
and Stephanie Thompson – Bacchus 
Marsh, Melissa Billings – Ballan and 
Kelsey Mason – Ballarat.  

Maxene Agento and the DCI/ ZA Panel 
have worked hard throughout the 
year, examining and preparing riders 
for Certificates and visiting clubs.  
Imogen Nicholson – Corio/Moorabool, 
passed her “B” Certificate.  
Congratulations and Well Done!!!

We continue to see changes within 
the PCAV movement. The history 
making highlight this year was 
PCAV purchasing “Shirley Heights 
Equestrian Centre” to be known 
as “PCAV Park”.  Barwon Zone 
looks forward to being part of and 
supporting the development of this 
new venture and great facility.  

Thanks once again to Clare and all the 
staff at the PCAV Office, Barwon Zone 
Executive and DCI/ZA Panel, Clubs, 
Members, Parents and Volunteers for 
your ongoing friendship, work and 
support throughout the year.

 Deirdre Davey
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Central Zone 
The overall number of members in 
Central Zone has again decreased 
somewhat. Most clubs have 
approximately stable numbers but sadly 
we are about to lose two. Beveridge 
and Laurimar have succumbed to 
the pressures of urban development 
along the North East growth corridor. 
Interestingly, our four largest clubs have 
increased a little, with close to maximum 
numbers and a waiting list, while the 
smaller clubs have generally lost a few 

members. While the attraction of a large 
and flourishing club is understandable, 
at Central Zone we are endeavouring to 
promote the community identity of local 
clubs where the unique values of pony 
club in respect to personal development, 
team-building and having fun are 
valued as much as elite coaching and 
competition success. 

 It is pleasing to see that riders 
recognized for their service with an 
Award of Merit are often from smaller 
clubs, where the senior rider/s are 
significant role models for the junior 
riders. This year, 8 riders have been 
nominated for this prestigious award 
and members of the CZ Executive will be 
visiting club rallies in the coming months 
to present the riders with their badge 
and certificate.  

Central Zone had 26 club events in the 
last 12 months, 6 of which were horse 
trials, plus 6 zone events. Clubs are 
finding it harder to find a clear date in 

the crowded calendar and to attract 
competitors to the events on which they 
rely for fund-raising. Some have been 
cancelled due to late notice that the 
date clashes with an Interschools event. 
It may be that clubs will need to actively 
develop other avenues of fund-raising if 
fees are not to be significantly increased. 

The zone events (Fimister SJ, CZ 
Gymkhana and CZ HT) where riders 
competed to earn points for their club 
were very well attended. However, it is 
hard to devise a scoring system which 
rewards participation but does not 
disadvantage small clubs.

We are still looking. There were fewer 
riders at the various zone qualifiers. We 
have tried to encourage participation by 
offering clinics in the Olympic disciplines 
and games to help rides develop their 
skills and improve their confidence. 

Some notable performances across the 
zone over the last 12 months were:

Around the State

Central Zone had 26 club events in the last  
12 months, 6 of which were horse trials,  

plus 6 zone events.
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October – Fimister Shield and final of 
President’s Cup Showjumping:

This was attended by about 100 riders 
at Gisborne. The shield was won by 
Macedon.  The President Cup winners 
were: PA Cassie Fitzgerald (Oaklands); 
PB Maddison Buckner (Truganina); PC 
Cailin Mundie (Whittlesea); PD Bella 
Nelson (Woodend); PE Shania Urquhart 
(Macedon); PF Karla Ivezic (Tullamarine).  

February - State Dressage and 
Showjumping: Cool and damp at Bendigo 
this year for a change, but the CZ 
dressage riders represented Central Zone 
to the best of their ability, with stunning 
results in some cases. In the team 
events, the grade 2 team, consisting of 
Isabelle Luxmoore, Eponine Fynmore and 
Hayley Marciniak, won their section, with 
Hayley placing 1st overall. The grade 3 
team, consisting of Teagan Marsh, Abbey 
Martin and Molly Baker came a close 2nd 
behind NMZ, with Abbey placing first 
overall. In the showjumping, the eight 
riders in the B and C grade teams had 
mixed success over the classes, with the 
C grade team placing sixth. 

May - State Horse Trials: The Horse Trials 
State Championships for Grades 1 & 2 
were hosted this year by Central Zone at 
Candlebark. It was mostly fine but very 
cold. The event was a great success and 
this was due to all of the hard work done 
behind the scenes by the organising 
committee, Riddells Creek Pony Club, the 
Clubs of CZ and the CZ Exec who took 
a lead role in this event. There were 7 
individual competitors from Central Zone 
but no club team this year. Perhaps there 
is a place for zone teams, as in the Grade 
3/4 HT Teams Challenge.  Mel Burns 
placed 5th in her grade 1 section; Tayla 
Childs, Eponine Fynmore and Lizze Cox 
placed 3rd, 3rd and 6th respectively in 
their grade 2 sections. The other riders 
had mixed success but I’m sure they all 
enjoyed riding over the open and flowing 
course at Candlebark. 

June - State Games, Flat Teams and 
Musical Ride. This year again, the zone 
was represented by 2 Macedon games 
teams and an Oaklands team. Macedon 

A just missed out on the final 5 run-
off and placed 6th. On Sunday, CZ was 
represented by Macedon and 2 teams 
from Gisborne in the Flat Teams of 
Four; by Macedon and Kyneton in the 
Pairs and by Kyneton and Kilmore in the 
Musical Ride. The Macedon Flat Team of 
Four placed 2nd with some riders doing 
double duty on Saturday and Sunday. 

July – Interzone Teams Horse Trials: This 
year we entered 3 grade 3 teams (placing 
5th, 7th and 12th), 1 grade 4 team 
(placing 6th) and 4 composite riders. 
Our riders enjoyed the camaraderie 
of camping together at Yarrambat. A 
big thank you to Nick Ednie, the zone 
coordinator and to all the parents who 
contributed as Team Managers and 
volunteer workers. The event couldn’t go 
ahead without you.

August - The PCAV Interzones Prince 
Phillip Mounted Games Teams Challenge. 

Central Zone participation was less this 
year, despite the enthusiasm expressed 
at the Games clinic. Last year’s junior 
“Wezzas” team (from Werribee PC) had 
to compete in the senior section this 
year but still managed to place 5th. They 
and the couple of individual riders who 
competed in composite teams enjoyed 
the games and the day out.

August - Speed to Safety Training Days 
and Qualifiers: CZ scheduled three 
training days, which also served as 
qualifiers for the final. One of these 
was held at the prestigious Flemington 
racecourse and the others at Seymour. 
We were again fortunate that we could 
benefit from the expertise of Lisa 
Coffey, the Racing Victoria Workforce 
Development Officer to train and 
monitor the 12 riders from 6 clubs who 
participated. Riders were placed on each 
of the 3 days to gain overall placings and 
were also awarded points for their club. 
Skye Kennedy (Kyneton) was selected 
to compete in the grade 3/4 section 
of the final at Moonee Valley and was 
placed 6th. Shannon Harkins (Werribee) 
and Talia Bognar (Kyneton) competed in 
the grade 1/2 section, placing 4th and 
5th respectively. A “most-improved” 

medallion was awarded to Fiona Grace 
(Kyneton). 

August - Central Zone Inter-Club Horse 
Trials: In the fourth year of this zone 
event, Melton was again chosen as the 
venue and with contributions from the 
zone and the hard work of the Melton 
organising committee, the cross-country 
course was presented at a high standard. 
Our thanks are also due to the Friends 
of the Melton Equestrian Park. Macedon 
were the winners of the Equestrian Club 
Supplies Shield. 

The Mathew Slade Memorial Trophy was 
presented to the Grade 1 winner, Tayla 
Childs (Tullamarine PC). Warwick and 
Karen Slade were overseas attending 
the Mounted Games at the World 
Teams Championships and they sent a 
congratulatory message.

During the year we have had a variety 
of clinics and workshops covering 
each of the disciplines. The annual 
SJ and dressage clinic in January was 
well attended by riders who had been 
selected to compete at the State champs 
in February as well as others in the zone. 
Over the 2 days, the coaches Jamie 
Murray and Justine Greer worked to 
help them improve their skills. Early in 
July, a 2 day clinic offering all 3 eventing 
disciplines was offered with Darren 
Green, Catherine Davies and Lyndy 
Webb. This year we were lucky to have 
fine (if very cold) conditions and it was 
pleasing to see some of the participants 
in a CZ team which gained a placing at 
the Grade 3/4 Interzone H/T event. 

In the same week, a Games clinic with 
Sam Ferrari and Jake Kirkham was held at 
the same venue. Great to see several of 
the eventing participants being versatile 
pony clubbers and staying on to do the 
games. They all had a lot of fun and a 
couple expressed an interest in attending 
the mounted games challenge. However, 
the day will need to be followed up to 
rejuvenate interest and participation in 
games in the zone.   We plan to include 
the parents as coaches next time in the 
hope that they will take their new skills 
back to instruct at rallies. ... cont over pg
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East Gippsland 
Zone
East Gippsland Zone continues 
to work well, relationships and 
friendships between Clubs 
continually growing.

We held four EGZ Development 
Squads this year at Orbost, 
Bairnsdale, Briagolong and Stratford. 
Our Development squad weekends 
help interclub friendships blossom, 

as well as giving our senior riders 
some excellent coaching from top 
instructors in their field.

Seventeen riders and their families 
made the long trip to Bendigo for 
the State Showjumping and Dressage 
Championships. Kyle Cant was the 
C Grade SJ Individual Champion and 
the C Grade SJ Team of Kyle Cant, 
Felicity Favaloro, Brittany Stead & 
Darcy Wade placed 4th overall.

Grade 3 Dressage team of Lauren 
Hickey, Alexandra Diprose and Amy 
Robinson came home with 3rd 
overall. 

A large number of our Zone travelled 
to the State Games, Flat, Musical 
and Pairs Championship. All teams 
competed well.   

Official placings achieved by our 
teams were:

•	 Musical ride - 1st place and State 

Champions - Orbost PC,

•	 Musical Ride - 4th place – 
Toongabbie PC.

•	  Flat Teams - 3rd place Orbost PC

•	 Pairs - 6th place Bairnsdale PC

•	 PC Games - 4th place Nowa Nowa 
PC

EGZ held a Games Coach Training 
Day with State Games Coach - Tim 
Ling. It was a fun day and all who 
attended learnt some valuable 
skills. Two teams travelled to 
Bacchus Marsh for the  Prince Phillip 
Interzone Games Challenge. Riders 
all rode well despite last minute 
team changes and extremely cold 
conditions. Senior team placed 4th 
and the Junior Team placed 7th.

Our Zone held a very Successful 
NCAS training workshop at Sale, 
over 40 participants attended. We 
have a lot of keen coaches coming 
up through the ranks, very positive 

Around the State

Our Development squad weekends help 
interclub friendships blossom, as well as 
giving our senior riders some excellent 

coaching from top instructors in their field. 
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for the future of our zone. The 
assessment day for our coaches will 
be held at Rosedale on the 11th 
October.

Sale Turf Club supported our Zone 
in the running of five Speed to 
Safety Qualifiers, 19 riders in all took 
part. All riders thoroughly enjoyed 
the program. Quinn Wade was the 
overall winner but unfortunately 
broke his arm just prior to Moonee 
Valley. So 2nd placegetter, Celina 
Gray very happily stepped up. This is 
her thoughts on the day:

“What an absolutely amazing day! 
To have the opportunity to ride at 
Moonee Valley Race Course, in Dad’s 
race saddle from his jockey days, in 
Pa’s race colours, that were made 
by my Great Grandma, was such 
an awesome thing, coming home 
with fourth place to top it all off. Go, 
Wombo, you good thing!”

Obviously a life experience she will 
treasure.

The zone shows appreciation to 
long serving members by electing 
them as Life Members of East 
Gippsland Zone. Jack & Nancy 
Williamson (Bushy Park); Steve Bragg 
(Bairnsdale); Bev Weir (Orbost); Val 
Armstrong (Cann River); & Nancy 
Davis (Bairnsdale) were endorsed 
by the Zone as Life Members at our 
AGM in August.

Unfortunately after a long absence 
of riders, Cann River PC has been 
wound up and its assets distributed 
to other clubs in the zone. The Zone 
now has twenty three clubs.

Thank you to all our hardworking 
volunteers, without you there would 
be no pony club. Your efforts are 
appreciated.

Looking forward to seeing you all, at 
Rosedale for 2015 State Horse Trials. 

Happy and safe riding.

Julie Carstairs

Central Zone 
The DCI/ZA panel has continued to 
visit clubs but not all are visited in 
a calendar year. Several new panel 
members have been recruited and 
it is hoped to improve the scope of 
visits in the coming year. It seems that 
the inexperience of gear checkers is 
a perennial concern. Gear checking 
clinics will continue to be scheduled to 
address this problem.

The two formal examining dates for 
C certificate each year has continued 
to work well, after some adjustments 
of the dates. This year, 47 riders 
have attained their C certificate – a 
significant increase on last year - 
and the preparation of candidates 
continues to show improvement. We 
also now have several riders working 
on their C* and K and participation in 
the higher certificates is being actively 
encouraged at club level, with further 
information evenings planned for 
different geographic parts of the zone. 

I would like to thank the Central 
Zone Executive, DCI/ZA panel, clubs, 
members, parents and volunteers for 
their on-going support and friendship. 
I would also like to thank the clubs 
which have offered their grounds as 
venues for the various clinics and 
zone events. Without this support, 
these events could not go ahead. 
The members of the Zone Executive, 
consisting of President Sue Hollins, 
Vice President Ann Bush, Secretary 
Karen Lenne, Treasurer Jen Waldhauser 
and ZCI Ruth Feltoe have worked as 
an efficient and close-knit team and 
I would like to express my gratitude 
for all their hard work. The job of a 
volunteer PC official can be an onerous 
one at times and sometimes we 
wonder why we bother. But when you 
see riders having a great time, caring 
for their mounts and enjoying the 
companionship of other riders, then 
you know why. 

Leonie Lang
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Midland Zone
This year the highlight for our zone 
was hosting the State Showjumping 
and Dressage Championships at the 
Bendigo Show Grounds. The green 
grassed arena, trimmed with orange 
and black bunting was a picturesque 
setting for the white dressage arenas 
on Saturday and just as spectacular 
with the three Showjumping rings on 
Sunday. It looked fantastic!

I would like to say a big heartfelt thank 
you to John Stevens for stepping 

into my role as Zone Representative 
and the great committee for doing 
a fantastic job. Well done guys, very 
proud of you all.

The Pony Club Calendar seems to be 
busier every year with not enough 
Sundays. 

We held our Zone Qualifiers – 
Showjumping and Dressage at Ararat, 
Games, Flat & Musical at Beaufort, 
Horse Trials at Maryborough and 
Speed to Safety at St Arnaud, Great 
Western and Bendigo; a wonderful 
time was had by all and thank you to 
those clubs for allowing our riders the 
experience of riding on their great 
race tracks. 

We only have three clubs that ran 
Horse Trials this year which makes 
qualifying difficult for the genuine 
grass roots Pony Clubber that is not 
able to do a lot of travelling. We have 
had riders representing our Zone at 
all State Championships, the Inter 

Zone Challenge and Speed to Safety. 
Sometimes it’s hard to get motivation 
going but I haven’t met a rider that 
has any regrets for being a participant; 
and having the experience, which is 
what it is all about. ‘B.O.S.’ – Bums on 
Saddles – and having a go. If you don’t 
have a go you will never know!

One of the pleasures this year was 
when Stawell Pony Club ran their first 
ever event which was hosting the 
Midland Zone Showjumping and Flat 
Shield in August 2013. It was a great 
day with a catch up of some mature 
Life Members of the Zone. 

It was rewarding to present three 
Awards of Merit to Maddison Maud 
and Melissa Harvey – Bendigo Pony 
Club; and Trista Hoyland - Neangar 
Park Pony Club. All riders were worthy 
recipients.

Deepest sympathy to Marie Gahan, 
PCAV State Life Member, on the 
passing of her husband Peter. Peter 

Around the State

This year the highlight for our zone was 
hosting the State Showjumping and 

Dressage Championships at the Bendigo 
Show Grounds. 
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Gahan was one of the two instigators 
of the Barastoc Horse of the Year 
Show, beginning in 1970. 

I would like to extend my 
congratulations to Sue Foley for 
stepping up to take over as Zone 
Representative. I know with the Zone 
behind her and Councillors to guide 
her, she will be a great representative 
for our Clubs, which make up our 
Zone.

Over the last 13 years as Midland 
Zone Rep, I have had too many highs 
to single any one out. The friendship 
and support I have received will be 
something I will treasure forever and 
I wish Pony Club all the best as they 
keep moving on with their new ‘Pony 
Club Park’, but just a small reminder 
– don’t forget your distant country 
cousins. 

Lots of Love and Thankyou to all

Kaye Blanchard
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Northern Zone
Northern Zone has had a most 
successful year. Zone membership 
remains stable with two more riding 
members than in the previous year.  
It is pleasing to note that there has 
been an increase in the number of 
Associate Members and several clubs 
offer the Adult Rider Membership 
category.  

A lot of work has been done at 
club level during 2013/14. Most of 
our clubs conduct well in excess of 

the minimum required number of 
rallies over a twelve month period. 
The advantage of this is that a 
more diverse range of equestrian 
experiences is being offered to our 
members. The majority of clubs hold 
at least one competition each year 
and the zone calendar is well filled 
with horse trials, combined training 
and dressage days, gymkhanas, 
games days and show jumping 
competitions. 

Several C Certificate assessment days 
have been held throughout the zone 
with all candidates being successful.  
Zoe Strang of Bunbartha Pony Club 
has completed her C* Certificate 
and India Mitchell from Bamawm 
Extension Pony Club has attained her 
B Certificate. 

Nerolea Crossfield from Swan Hill 
was nominated by her club to receive 
an Award of Merit. She has been 
a member for many years and has 
always acted in a manner consistent 

with the ideals of the pony club 
movement. Nerolea is a mentor for 
the younger riders, she has assisted 
the club in many ways and she is an 
active community members. The 
zone congratulates Nerolea on her 
achievements.

Northern Zone has been 
actively promoting zone events 
during 2013/14. The purpose 
is to encourage all our riders to 
experience competition of the 
highest standard. To achieve this, 
“The Northern Zone Dressage 
and Show Jumping Championship 
Series” was developed.  The series 
incorporates the qualifying rounds 
but targets all riders with an 
individual Grade Champion in those 
disciplines. The response has been 
excellent and it is hoped the three 
days of competition towards the end 
of the year will become calendar 
fixtures. The same can be said of 
the Games and Flat Teams when 

Around the State

Several C Certificate assessment days have 
been held throughout the zone with all 

candidates being successful. 
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many more clubs participated at our 
qualifying day. Eventually it is hoped 
that the numbers of riders attending 
state events will increase and they 
will be more competitive. As a follow 
on from the changed format of the 
qualifying events, it was decided to 
revive the annual Club Aggregate 
Trophy. Deniliquin Pony Club won the 
trophy for 2014. Well done.

Three camps are held in the zone 
annually. Two are at Barmah and 
one is at Balranald. They are eagerly 
awaited occasions with a huge 
number of activities on offer over 
three days. Combine this with on- 
site camping, it is a great experience 
for the riders (and their parents!).

 As the result of a discussion at a 
zone committee meeting, Northern 
Zone along with PCAV conducted 
an Eventing Clinic in the second 
term school holidays. It focused on 
Grade 3 and 4 riders and was run 
over two days with Delwyn Ogilvy 
and Sue Leslie instructing. The riders 
flourished under their expert and 
unique guidance. 

With the exception of the State 
Horse Trials (where our one Grade 
2 combination was a last minute 
scratching due to an injured horse), 

the zone has been well represented 
at state level. At the Dressage and 
Show Jumping Championships in 
Bendigo, Casey Arthur-Wise from 
Rochester placed 4th in Grade 1 
Dressage. Well done, Casey.

There were some notable successes 
at the Games, Flat Teams and Musical 
Ride held at Bacchus Marsh.  A Team 
of Four from Nyah Pony Club came 
4th in that event.  Congratulations 
to Zoe Lloyd, Maddison Lloyd, Lily 
Noles and Shanae Elford. The Swan 
Hill Pairs Team (Abby Cumming and 
Annabel Murray) won the event 
which was held for the first time 
in 2014. Swan Hill/Cohuna Games 
Team and Cobram B Musical Ride 
were just outside the winners’ circle, 
each coming in at 7th place in their 
respective competitions.

Northern Zone fielded one Grade 3 
and one Grade 4 team at the Inter 
Zones Teams Horse Trials. The riders 
enjoyed the challenge of a venue 
outside their zone and it was agreed 
that this competition is a wonderful 
first step up the state eventing 
ladder. 

 At the Speed to Safety final held 
at Moonee Valley in August, it was 
a Northern Zone clean sweep with 

Sally Sweeney from Tocumwal 
winning the Grade 1 / 2 section and 
Googi Chandler from Nathalia Pony 
Club coming first in Grade 3 & 4. 
Both girls rode almost exactly to the 
required time, which is not easy to 
do. Good work, girls.

The Zone Chief Instructor, Jeanette 
Graham, is ably assisted by a DCI/
ZA Panel which conducts regular 
workshops tailored to the needs 
of the clubs and the zone. The 
panel members bring a wealth of 
experience to the instructional arm 
of the organisation.

The Northern Zone committee 
meetings have been extremely well 
attended this year with delegates 
from the majority of clubs in 
attendance. The clubs are to be 
commended for their input and 
interest on behalf of the riding 
members.

Thanks are due to everyone in 
Northern Zone for their hard work 
and commitment to pony club as a 
youth organisation. It ensures our 
members receive the best equestrian 
experience in a safe learning 
environment. 

Rosemary Oram
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North Eastern 
Zone
Once again it has been a very busy, 
and rewarding 12 months for the 
North East Zone. Our club members 
have had a very busy calendar to 
keep everybody entertained as well 
as keeping all of the parent’s wallets 
empty.

Our kids have once again represented 
our Zone very strongly at all of the 
State Championships throughout the 

year. You have all done us very proud 
once again with the presentation of 
your mounts and yourselves, and 
the great sportsmanship that you all 
show at every event that you attend.

For me it has been an absolute joy to 
travel around the state watching you 
all achieve your goals, while making 
lifelong friendships along the way. 

Well done to all of our competitors 
throughout the year.

Congratulations to Kate Rowe from 
Moyhu PC for being given the 
privilege of representing Australia at 
the Inter-pacific Exchange hosted by 
Australia in Queensland. You are a 
great role model and ambassador for 
the Pony Club Movement, Well Done 
Kate.

We have been successful in 
completing the Dressage Trailer 
Project. This will be a great asset 
for our clubs within the Zone. The 
trailer has the capacity to hold 4 full 

size PVC arenas and 4 full sets of 
Dressage Markers. This will give our 
smaller clubs the opportunity to hold 
events and raise much need funds 
for these clubs. An example of this 
was Caniambo Pony Club, hosting the 
Games and Flat Qualifiers, a club of 
only 5 members were able to achieve 
this because of the dressage trailer 
bringing much needed funds into the 
club. 

This is a $23,000 asset for our zone 
so please make use of it. 

Again thanks must go to Ed McNair 
for the trailer design and to LDK 
Trailers of Shepparton for building us 
a great trailer at a great price. 

Thanks to Issie Hill for chasing up 
quotes for arenas, grants and trailer 
sponsorship, Sue and Duncan Terry 
for sourcing dressage markers, and 
to Amacron Industries for supplying  
us with 4 great dressage arenas at an 
awesome price.

Around the State

Benalla Pony Club’s Hannah Ramage  
gained the A certificate the first in the  

State since 2007.
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We welcomed 2 new clubs into our 
North East Family over the year. 
Welcome to Numurkah Pony Club 
who came to us from Northern Zone, 
and also welcome to Chiltern Pony 
Club who are restarting after being 
closed up for a number of years.

We have also had interest from 
Bethanga Pony Club to maybe start 
up again, this is very exciting for our 
Zone.

I would like to thank all of our clubs, 
their committees, and volunteers for 
putting in a lot of hard work and time 
to keep the pony club movement 
alive and well. It seems that the 
calendar and work load has doubled 
over the last few years which is 
keeping you all out of mischief. 

We are all here doing this for the kids 
and I thank each and every one of 
you.

Thanks must go to the DCI/ZA panel 
under the leadership of Sue Terry, 
you have all put in a huge amount 
of work over the last 12 months 
achieving many successful certificate 
candidates and numerous club visits. 
Well done Sue for the huge amount 

of work that goes into your role. The 
success of this is seeing members 
achieve their higher level certificates, 
with Benalla Pony Club’s Hannah 
Ramage gaining the A certificate the 
first in the state since Amy Holland 
from Mornington-Peninsula PC in 
2007, and the first in our Zone since 
Glen Daldy from Shepparton PC in 
1986. Well done Hannah.

To the Zone Executive, I thank you 
for your continued support over the 
last 12 months. The Zone is lucky to 
have a very supportive and active 
executive that are always there for 
our clubs and members. 

Thank you Tania, Issie, Lisa, Danielle, 
Rebecca for all of the time and work 
that you put into the Zone, great 
effort all round.

Our cross country course accreditors 
must get a mention as well. Thanks 
to Ron Waddell, Ian Ramage, Jane 
Parks, Bill Ferguson, and Pip Rowe for 
your continued support of our horse 
trial clubs.

A big thank you must also go to my 
partner Jaime-Lee for your continued 
support and sometimes forgiveness 

while doing this job. You are an 
amazing and supportive partner and 
friend.

Lastly this will be my last report as 
Zone Rep. It has been an honour 
for me to represent your members, 
clubs, and zone at state council. 
Thank you so much to all of the 
club volunteers that keep our clubs 
functioning, without you, there are 
no clubs and no movement. I have 
really enjoyed helping out so many 
clubs and members and have made 
some lifelong friendships along the 
way. 

It has sometimes been challenging 
but I have loved doing this role for 
the past 3 years.

I look forward to having some time 
to get out there and compete once 
again, and will always be there to 
lend a hand if required.

Thank you so much North Eastern 
Zone.

Adrian Dowell
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Northern  
Metropolitan
It is hard to believe another year has 
gone it just seems like yesterday I 
gave my last report.  I suppose it is 
because everyone is just very busy 
and time flies.  Once again the NMZ 
have had a very hectic year with 
competitions.     Firstly our big PCAV/
EA Event held at Yeringberg in April 
attracted record numbers this year 
and for the first time in a long while 

we actually had to put a cap on the 
numbers at 300 so that we could get 
through the day before dark.  For the 
first time we opened the course up to 
Grade 4 and we had two full sections 
with a waiting list so it was very 
popular.   Thank you again to Jim Page 
and Jim Hurley for the hours of hard 
work that they put into building this 
course.    Again our DCI/ZA panel ran 
an eventing clinic on the back of our 
Yeringberg event for grades 1, 2, & 3 
which is always popular because not 
many clinics are run at this venue and 
it is a chance to get on the grounds.  
Thank you to the DCI/ZA Panel for 
organizing this event.

April was a busy month not only with 
Yeringberg and an eventing clinic, but 
we also ran our zone qualifiers for 
games, flat teams, musical ride and 
the new pairs ride.    Our qualifiers 
were a huge disappointment for us as 
numbers seem to be declining every 
year but it takes the same amount of 

work to set the grounds up.  With the 
introduction of the new “pairs ride” 
we thought that this might appeal 
to clubs who could not field teams 
of 4 and were sadly disappointed 
when we only had two entries for 
this event.  Anyway one of our teams 
did very well at state finishing in 2nd 
place.  Hopefully next year will attract 
more entries in all disciplines.  I know 
everyone is very busy and there is 
so much on but clubs need to start 
planning for team events late in 
the year and not leave it to the last 
minute.

Again we have the never ending 
problem of “loss of grounds” in 
our zone with one of our clubs 
losing their grounds in the near 
future.   Fortunately common sense 
prevails and discussions pertaining 
to amalgamation are presently 
being discussed.     The NMZ when I 
came into office had 24 clubs in our 
zone and after this amalgamation 

Around the State

Again we have the never ending problem of 
“loss of grounds” in our zone with  

one of our clubs losing their grounds  
in the near future.   
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we will be down to 18 clubs.   Clubs 
will have to be more pro-active in 
attracting members for the future but 
unfortunately grounds will always be 
a problem in our zone.

May saw the zone run our teams 
Horse Trials at Yeringberg.  This event 
was well attended and is one of the 
most popular events in our zone.   Our 
two shields are hotly contested and 
again we were very lucky with the 
weather.

Our DCI/ZA panels have again been 
busy with C examinations, and we 
have some riders passing their K 
and riders working towards their 
B certificates.   We said farewell to 
Diane Baxter this year who had been 
zone examining secretary for 15 years 
and we said welcome to our new 
zone examining secretary Kylie Parker 
who has come into the job with great 
enthusiasm.  We thank Diane for her 
many years of service to the zone.

Brenda Mitton’s clinics are still in 
demand with Brenda training Kylie 
Parker to take over from her.  Brenda 
has retired now which is very sad for 
our zone and words cannot express 
the feeling we have for her and her 
absolutely phenomenal dedication 
she has given to our zone and to our 
clubs over many many years.    Her 
absolute dedication to the pony club 
movement is unparalleled.     We 
wish her well and she will be greatly 
missed around the clubs and the 
zone.       However she is still available 
for “questions” and I am sure we will 
have a few.       

 “Speed to safety” is up and running 
although with disappointing numbers.   
Practices have been underway and I 
am sure we will have some qualifiers 
ready to go to the final.  Thank you to 
Sue Winter from our panel for taking 
on the job and to Lisa Coffey from 
Racing Victoria for her input.

Despite having a very busy time our 
zone has been able to field teams in 
all disciplines this year.  These are

FLAT AND SHOW JUMPING CHAMPI-
ONSHIPS – Midland zone 

We fielded teams in all disciplines and 
actually had some A grade riders this 
year.  Our C grade team finished first 
in the showjumping and our B Grade 
team placed 3rd overall.  Dressage 
was well represented and we had 
great success in Grade 2 finishing 2nd 
overall and Grade 3 our team finished 
1st overall. In Grade One we had 5th 
and 6th placings individually.   A great 
effort by everyone.

GAMES, FLAT TEAMS, MUSICAL RIDE 
AND PAIRS

We fielded two games teams, two 
pairs teams, three musical rides and 
one flat team.  We were successful 
in the games with Kangaroo Ground 
winning the games and Nunawading 
coming second in the pairs.  Well 
done to all riders who participated.

STATE HORSE TRIALS GRADES 1 & 2

Once again we had many riders 
qualify and attend the State Horse 
Trials at Riddells Creek with riders 
achieving great success.   We had 
multiple placings in all sections 
despite terrible conditions.  Again a 
great success for our zone and well 
done to these riders.

INTERZONE TEAMS HORSE TRIALS – 
Yarrambat

Again we were able to field five grade 
3 teams and 6 grade 4 teams.  A great 
effort with our zone finishing 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd  in Grade 3 and 1st and 5th 
in Grade 4.  This is a great event and 
everyone always enjoys themselves.  
Our pizza night held at Ringwood 
Pony Club the Wednesday before is 
standing room only and I would like to 
take this opportunity of thanking Jim 
Hurley for organising the catering and 
setting up,  and Ringwood Pony club 
for the use of their club house again.  
We will have to ask them to put on an 
extension for the future.

INTERZONE GAMES TEAMS – August

We have been able to field seven 
teams in this event this year one 
senior and six junior teams.   This 
is the second year this has been an 
interzone event.   We wish our teams 
good luck for the event and we hope 
they enjoy themselves.

As you can see a very busy year 
again for the NMZ and hopefully 
we can have a break up until our 
zone qualifying event to be held in 
November this year and then it starts 
all over again.

Finally these events could not run 
without the help of our clubs and 
their tremendous parents who turn 
up at every event to do a duty.  I 
just want to take this opportunity 
of saying “thank you” from the zone 
executive; your volunteering for a job 
makes our lives a lot easier.

Again I want to thank our very hard 
working zone executive who plan 
these events and turn up at every 
event and for their support to me 
and our clubs throughout the year.  
Everyone puts in and that is what 
makes our zone successful.

Linda Smith
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Southern  
Metropolitan
This year has been as busy as ever 
with SMZ having teams & riders 
entered at all state competitions 
except the Speed to Safety. We are 
fortunate to have many clubs running 
competitions & clinics throughout 
the year for the benefit of all riders 
to get the experience and confidence 
to compete at state levels. Our riding 
membership is similar to last year at 

around 700 with ¼ of these being over 
17years, which is slightly higher than 
last year, so it is good to see the older 
riders staying on.

We held an NCAS coaching clinic 
at Tooradin Estate in March which 
included new topics of Rally Planning 
& Grading, & Games coaching which 
were both well received. These clinics 
are a great chance to improve the 
knowledge of parents & riders as well 
as coaches and I highly recommend 
them to all, wherever they are held.

For the second year in a row our zone 
has a rider representing Australia 
overseas – this time it is Stephanie 
McAuliffe from Dandenong Ranges 
Horse & PC who was selected for 
the International Mounted Games 
Exchange 2014. This was a great 
experience for her and with many 
other SMZ riders currently in Prince 
Phillip Games squads, we have 
possible contenders for the future. 

Also, Stephanie with Simon Rodgers 
(Mentone PC) will be part of the 
Victorian 5 rider team competing at 
the NMG championships in WA in 
October. The reserve is Allison Clay 
(Doongala PC) also from our zone. 
Good luck to all the State riders going 
to the West.

Out & about we have had mixed 
success. At the State SJ & Dr Champs 
we did not have any PA grade SJ riders 
but our PB grade team placed 2nd 
and the PC team finished a creditable 
5th place after two reserve riders 
were called in at late notice, and our 
Grade 2 Dressage team finished 3rd, 
with the 5 riders in Grade 1 & Grade 
3 team representing our zone in a 
commendable manner.

The State HT at Riddells Creek saw 
SMZ represented by 11 Grade 1 riders 
and 16 Grade 2 riders from across 12 
Clubs. They all performed well with 
winners in Grades 1 & 2 and 2 riders 

Around the State

We had Lisa Coffey from Racing Victoria 
organise a ‘Racing Taster’ day at the 

Cranbourne Training Complex. 
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in the top 5 places across both Grade 
1 sections and 4 Grade 2 riders in the 
top 6 across the sections. With such 
good results the teams of Mornington 
Peninsula PC & Langwarrin PC were 
placed 1st & 2nd respectively. Both 
these clubs have memberships of over 
50 riders.

Our zone qualifier for Games Flat & 
Musical had no Flat team of 4 entries, 
but 4 Musical, 7 Games, & 6 Pairs 
teams. Two of the games teams were 
composites from 3 clubs each which 
meant we had 10 clubs participating 
in total. It is encouraging to see the 
games interest is slowly increasing 
across the clubs in our zone as this is 
more than half the clubs represented. 
With the age requirements it is great 
that we can give riders in small clubs 
the chance to be eligible for Zone & 
State competition, especially the older 
ones. We sent 4 Musical, 4 Pairs and 
2 Games teams to State with both 
the Monash Musical (The Ritz) and 
Monbulk pairs both placing 3rd. It 
was also great to have the new ‘Pairs 
team’ competition as many clubs do 
find it difficult to arrange enough 
practice for Teams of 4.

We struggled to get riders for The 
Interzone Teams HT this year, and only 
entered 1 team each of Grade 3 & 4. 
Although they did not place and had a 
few little horse attitude issues, they all 
had a great weekend. Hopefully next 
year we will have more riders who 
understand the eligibility criteria and 
qualify in time for Zone selection.

Recently we had Lisa Coffey from 
Racing Victoria organise a ‘Racing 
Taster’ day at the Cranbourne 
Training Complex. We were shown 
both the horse swimming pool and 
the treadmill in action. A vet was 
also present and he demonstrated 
‘scoping’ of a horse. This was most 
interesting as he explained what they 
look for in a horse which is considered 
as a ‘roarer’. There were 11 riders 
who attended with their horses and 
they were then instructed in the 
use of track pads and then rode as 
for a Speed to Safety day around 
the training complex. Although the 
weather turned wet & windy all the 
riders and parents had a great day. 
Our winner with the most accurate 
time was to have ridden at Equitana 
2014 but unfortunately this event has 
now been cancelled.

This year we have started a series for 
the selection process for the 2015 
State SJ & Dressage, where riders 
need to compete at several Club run 
events to be eligible for selection. 
This has increased the chance for 
us to select the most consistent 
combinations rather than the ‘one 
day’ selection as in the past. It also 
means one less competition that the 
Zone needs to find volunteers to run! 

As always a club or Zone is only as 
good as its families & helpers and 
this year has been no different. Our 
parents have stepped up to the mark 
when required at Zone run events and 
especially at the State events where 
it is essential to have competent 
volunteers. I thank all of these people 
and also acknowledge the tireless 
efforts of the Zone executive and ZCI 
panel that put in many hours behind 
the scenes to run events & activities 
for the benefit of riders, parents & 
coaches, and look forward to another 
great year.

Sue Muirhead
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Wannon
The Zone seemed to be busy for the 
past year; many competitions, clinics 
& workshops have been hosted by 
clubs. These cater for all members at 
all levels in all disciplines.

Thanks must go to all club Office 
bearers & parents who work hard to 
make these days work for members, 
giving enjoyment & new experiences 
for all those who attend.

The DCI Panel Horse Trials workshop 
was held at a Heywood Pony 
Club grounds giving members the 
opportunity to benefit from a variety 
of instructors. Deb McMaugh was 
busy encouraging young experienced 
riders to improve their Show Jumping 
skills.  

A new instructor, Simon Tainsh, 
joined Chris Height to fill the role of 
instructing Dressage & Cross Country 
over the two days. 

Training days for Dressage riders 
were held prior to the State 
Championships; these were 
appreciated by those who attended, 
gaining valuable knowledge from the 
presenters, Jan Smith & Wendy Kelly. 

Teams of Grade 2 & 3 riders travelled 
to Bendigo for the Dressage State 
Championships the Grade 3 team 
gained 8th place and the Grade 2 
team were in 5th place after their 
tests. Congratulations to all riders 

who made the commitment of 
representing their Zone and their 
parents for making it all possible.

The Zone had no Show Jumping team 
riders or individuals for the Show 
Jumping State Championships held at 
Bendigo.

Eight Riders travelled to Riddells 
Creek to compete in the Horse Trials 
State Championships. 

There were three riders in Grade 1, 
one rode two horses. Six riders rode 
in Grade 2; the Emu Creek Team 
came home with third place in the 
team competition on count back, 
having finished on equal points with 
Langwarrin Pony Club. 

Five combinations finished on 
their dressage scores & only on 
combination failed to complete 
all three phases. All survived the 
extremely cold & wet conditions 
which were slightly relieved by a 

Around the State

The DCI Panel Horse Trials workshop was 
held at a Heywood Pony Club grounds 

giving members the opportunity to benefit 
from a variety of instructors. 
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welcome hot meal at the local hotel, 
the room was warm too.

Macarthur Pony Club was the Zone’s 
sole representative at the Flat & 
Games State Championships held at 
Bacchus Marsh. A pair competed in 
the new, Pairs Ride and performed 
creditably after a hold up at the Gear 
Check left them short of time.

The games team, with some new 
very young members, were again 
outstanding for their sportsmanship 
& team spirit, they may not have won 
a ribbon, but they win lots of votes 
for exhibiting the true spirit of Pony 
Club. Well done, again, Macarthur.

Gallant parents from Heywood & 
Macarthur made to trip to Yarrambat 
for the Interzone Team Horse Trials, 
whilst the teams did not come 
home with any placing all again had 
a weekend of true sportsmanship, 
supporting each other. 

One grade 4 combination rode in a 
composite team that gained fourth 
place.

Speed to Safety Trials were held 
at Camperdown & Penshurst 
Racecourses, one day was cancelled 
due to lack of applicants. These 
were run by Lisa Coffey fro Racing 
Victoria who works tirelessly 
educating Pony Club members on 
the rules of racing & trackwork.                                                                                                         
Unfortunately no Grade 1 or 2 
riders qualified to ride in the final at 
Moonee Valley on 23rd August; the 
Zone will be represented by a rider in 
the Grade 3 /4 section. 

Another rider may represent the 
Zone and ride at Equitana. Sadly we 
have been told that there will not 
be a Speed to Safety at Equitana. 
Our rider who attended Moonee 
Valley was thrilled with the day 
even though they did not get a 
high placing; the experience was 
“amazing”

There will be another Speed to 
Safety at the Port Fairy Race Day 

at Warrnambool Racecourse in 
December. Ashley King has been 
the instigator for this for the last 
two years, giving riders a great 
opportunity to show off their skills of 
riding to a set time over 1000 meters. 
The best rider in 2013 was within 0.1 
seconds of the required time.

The Wannon Zone is grateful that 
Ashley King is prepared to give 
his time, help & enthusiasm as it 
gives members a great opportunity 
to become involved in another 
discipline.

Many thanks must go to Lisa Coffey 
of Racing Victoria, who gives her 
time to teach members the skills of 
track work. The special experience 
of riding in a track pad sometimes 
gets their pace up a bit higher than 
required for Horse Trials

An NCAS mentoring day was held at 
Heywood with twenty five trainee 
coaches attending, this seemed to 
work well even though the weather 
was so appalling that we were unable 
to use demonstration riders.

An Assessment day was held in 
Hamilton on 10th August, by kind 
permission of the Hamilton & 
Alexander College, we were able 
to use their excellent all weather 
arenas.  All candidates showed they 
were competent under assessors 
Sally Watson & Shelley McCrae

The Zone has formed a committee 
for the 2016 P.C.A.V. Dressage & 
Show Jumping State Championships; 
the committee has been looking at 
prospective venues and will make 
their decision before the end of 
2014.

In August I was fortunate to be 
invited to attend the Pony Club 
Australia Coaches Conference, 
this is a great forum for ideas & 
learning how other states runs their 
programs. 

I am sure all coaches, assessors & 
examiners look forward to the time 

when all states will be using the same 
rules & standards. 

Thank you to Kate Wilson the P.C.A.V. 
Coaching Director for all the hard 
work that goes into making this 
conference successful & enjoyable. 

After another term I must thank 
everyone in the Wannon Zone 
for their support & enthusiasm 
throughout the year. 

The Zone office bearers, who assist & 
carry out their duty in all fields and 
all weathers.

Your representative is truly fortunate 
to have such a special collection of 
parents, members & office bearers.  
Thank you all.

Anthea Sutherland 
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West Gippsland
I cannot believe how quickly the last 
twelve months have gone! 

I must acknowledge the outstanding 
work of West Gippsland Zone’s Chief 
Instructor Jenny O’Sullivan who will 
be retiring from the role this year. The 
zone is very appreciative of Jenny’s 
hard work and passion to improve 
the skill base of riders within the 
zone. She has always maintained a 
clear focus on what should be done 

to improve the quality of horse 
mastership and riding development 
for all riding members.

Our zone extends a warm welcome to 
our new Chief Instructor, Deb Collins 
and we look forward to working with 
her as she enthusiastically undertakes 
her new role.

Congratulations to riders who have 
worked very hard and achieved their 
efficiency certificates, in particular 
those who were recently awarded 
their B certificates!

Congratulations must go to all those 
riders who attended the various 
State Championships offered during 
the past twelve months. Riders and 
teams performed well and with all 
riders, irrespective of the placing 
outcome, gaining valuable experience. 
I was thrilled to see the high levels of 
sportsmanship and support offered by 
the riders representing our zone. The 
West Gippsland riders were worthy 

ambassadors for our zone and I was 
very proud of them all.

The only blight in this area was our 
lack of representation at the Prince 
Phillip Interzone Games Challenge ... 
maybe next year!!

Parents in pony club, under take so 
many roles, some less stressful than 
others and many that involve the 
learning of new skills.  Without the 
dedication of the parents and their 
willingness to have the riders best 
interests at heart, our pony clubs 
would not  be able to function to the 
high level that they do. It is only when 
this focus is lost that the ‘wheels tend 
to fall off’ and, at times like this, adult 
members need to be reminded that 
pony club is a youth organisation that 
should “promote the highest ideals 
of sportsmanship, citizenship and 
loyalty, thereby cultivating strength 
of character and self discipline”. 
Fortunately, within our zone there is 

Around the State

Parents in pony club, under take so many 
roles, some less stressful than others and 

many that involve the learning of new skills.  
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an enormous amount of outstanding 
role modelling for our riders where 
adults treating others with respect is 
the norm rather than the exception.

Our parent body works tirelessly to 
support the Pony Club movement 
and they all must be acknowledged 
for their hard work as committee 
members, instructors, working bee 
attendees, organisers of competitions 
and the countless other fundraising 
activities to ensure that the riders 
have access to the best resources and 
facilities possible. 

I have found that the level of 
enthusiasm, cooperation and 
goodwill evident across the zone is 
outstanding. I would like to express 
my appreciation to all of the club 
members, club office bearers and 
zone delegates for their support and 
efforts within the zone over the past 
twelve months. 

I must thank the Zone executive who 
has been a sensational team with 
whom to work. They willingly give up 
huge amounts of time to focus on the 
smooth running of the zone and I am 

indebted to their support and their 
genuine desire to support the true 
values of the youth movement that 
we know of as PCAV.

This is my last report as zone rep as I 
very confidently hand over the reins 
to Laurie Cruise. Laurie has done 
a great job in his role as President 
of our zone and, with his thorough 
understanding of PCAV and solid 
knowledge of the clubs in our zone; 
he will undoubtedly do the job well. 

I thoroughly have enjoyed my time 
working on the zone executive for the 
past ten years, first as zone secretary 
and then as zone representative. I will 
miss the role greatly. Thank you to all 
clubs for working with me, even under 
some trying circumstances at times, 
to ensure that clubs can continue to 
sail in smooth waters. Happy clubs 
and riders is the ultimate goal and I 
hope that I have contributed, even in 
a small way to each of you achieving 
that.

Darrelyn Boucher
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CHIEF INSTRUCTOR’S PANEL

This year the Chief Instructor’s Panel 
welcomed a couple of new members 
this year with Jenny Elliott (EGZ) and 
Kathleen Kindler (SMZ) sitting in for 
Sally Francis.

Part of our work this year has centred 
around developing a strategic plan in 
line with the State Council’s strategic 
plan so that we are all working 
together in the same direction for 
Pony Club in Victoria.  As this plan 
develops and is implemented there 
will be continued input from the 

Chief Instructors and their respective 
Zone personnel to ensure that we 
provide the membership with as 
many opportunities for training and 
development as we can.

The shared training and assessing 
models are working very well with 
Zones combining efforts to provide 
opportunities for riders, coaches and 
officials.  This enables a variety of 
options to everyone whilst keeping 
costs a little lower in most instances.

STATE TRAINING WORKSHOPS

We have run only 1 State Training 
Workshop this year at Tooradin in 
March that was well attended by 
approximately 70 people.  We tried a 
couple of new topics and presenters 
and they were very well received.  
Trying to get dates on everyone’s 
calendars is increasingly difficult 
so I am trying to make the PCAV 
functions as attractive as possible 
to people so that they choose our 

“event” over that offered by other 
equestrian bodies.  I am working on 
dates for a couple of these days next 
year now to be better organised.  
Next year we are due to go further 
north with these workshops and 
as always welcome suggestions for 
topics, etc that Clubs and Zones feel 
they would benefit most from.

NCAS TRAINING AND ASSESSMENT

Although not many big workshops 
ran this year we have had some 
huge NCAS training and assessment 
events happening.  The table below 
indicates the venues and numbers of 
participants.

For the remainder of this calendar 
year we have assessment days 
booked in at East Gippsland (Oct), 
South Metro (Nov), Northern 
(Nov) and Wannon (Dec) Zones, so 
conceivably another  50 coaches to 
be assessed before Christmas.

Coaching & Education

Part of our work this year has centered 
around developing a strategic plan so that 

we are all working together in the same 
direction for Pony Club in Victoria.  



This will mean that we have delivered 
training and assessment to 8 of the 
10 zones this year.  West Gippsland 
Zone has been running targeted 
coach training to their senior riders 
via a CAGS grant they received.  I’m 
expecting to head there early in 2015 
to assess those coaches.  I will also 
be targeting Central Zone to catch up 
people in that area early in the New 
Year too.

The new ruling regarding NCAS 
coaches in 2015 has helped 
enormously in recruiting new NCAS 
candidates but also in having some 
lapsed NCAS coaches renew their 
accreditation.  This will enable those 
clubs of 20+ members to run next 
year while complying with that 
ruling.

The other great incentive has 
been the grant from the Victorian 
government enabling us to offer 
rebates to new NCAS Level 1 coaches.  
This grant is available until May 2015 
with a $100 rebate to coaches who 
complete their accreditation.  To date 
we have rebated about 17 coaches 

and there are a lot of Level 1 coaches 
out there with books who we would 
like to get through by May 2015 to 
get our 100 new Level 1 coaches 
to acquit this grant.  Please help to 
encourage these coaches by offering 
some mentoring and training at Zone 
level and by running an assessment 
day for them in your Zone.  Contact 
me to set these days up as I’m always 
looking for willing venues and of 
course dates!

COACHING MEMBERSHIP

For many years PCAV have relied 
upon clubs adding their coaches to 
the MyClub database so that they 
are “members” of a Pony Club.  
This is a little bit hit and miss for a 
number of reasons, new people are 
managing the database for clubs and 
unaware of the coach requirements, 
instructors summary sheets do 
not get completed and returned 
at strength return time, coaches 
are added to databases as adult 
supporters and therefore hard to 
identify as coaches, etc, etc.

This year we have implemented 
a direct coach membership to 
PCAV that ALL  Pony Club coaches 
are now required to complete 
online.  This will give us a much 
more efficient list of coaches in our 
clubs, what their qualifications are, 
how many “volunteers” we have, 
who is coaching at multiple clubs, 
correct contact details, and so on.  
From an office perspective we will 
have a direct communication link 
to coaches to offer them training 
and assessment, keep them up 
to date with rule changes, WWCC 
compliances, insurance compliances, 
data collection information to fulfil 
our government grants and soon an 
opportunity to be on a State coaches 
list (if they would like to) for all clubs 
to access when seeking coaches.

As at 1st October 2014 we have 
71 coaches who have completed 
online membership.  An encouraging 
response after only 2 months of 
going online.

Many other sports have coaching 
membership and even other 



Pony Club state branches have 
membership for their coaches and 
officials.  Everyone calls it something 
slightly different but the reasons 
are mostly the same as ours for 
collecting that information.

Clubs should also have their coaches 
fill out the membership form that 
is on our website, with the coach’s 
medical details in case of an accident 
and keep that information at hand, 
on rally days.  Many, many clubs 
have coaches coming in regularly 
and a few that come sporadically 
but not many clubs have any details 
on that coach that will help them in 
an emergency.  Do you know if your 
coaches have allergies?  Do you know 
who is asthmatic? Who will you call if 
your coach is knocked unconscious to 
notify them of the hospital they are 
being transported to?  We as clubs 
and a Sporting Organisation have a 
duty of care to our coaches as well as 
our riders in this area.

INSURANCE AND WORKING WITH 
CHILDREN CHECKS

Our Level 1 coaches are now eligible 

for insurance cover whilst coaching 
PCAV members outside of Pony Club 
(private style lessons).  I expect that 
this has encouraged some coaches 
to go on to do their Level 1 as it will 
offer them some protection.  To be 
eligible for this insurance, coaches 
must be a current PCA NCAS Level 1 
qualified coach and also be a current 
PCAV Coach Member (see above).  
A certificate of currency can be 
issued on request to these coaches if 
required.

Just to clarify professional coaches 
and Current EA NCAS Coaches are 
not covered by our policy and they 
need to provide clubs with evidence 
of their own insurance by means of 
a Certificate of Currency from their 
insurer.

All Clubs using these coaches should 
be asking for a copy of this Certificate 
of Currency as well as a copy of a 
current Working with Children Card 
from these coaches.

All coaches (voluntary and paid) 
require a current Working with 
Children Check at Pony Club unless 
they are a parent at your club.  If 

they are a parent at another club 
they still need a Working with 
Children Check to work at your club.  
More information regarding the type 
of WWCC you need are on the PCAV 
website.

RACING VICTORIA

Our partnership with Racing Victoria 
continues to grow and develop with 
Lisa Coffey the lynch pin of that 
partnership.  Lisa works extremely 
hard in the lead up to the Speed 
to Safety finals, travelling all over 
the State to facilitate days for our 
clubs.  She develops wonderful 
relationships with our riders, riding 
with the nervous horses, encouraging 
the young riders and coaching and 
supporting the older riders well 
beyond Pony Club into careers in 
track work and this year apprentice 
jockeys.

Suanne Waugh and myself were 
invited to attend the final this year 
at Moonee Valley as well as the 
Wakeful Club – Ladies in Racing 
luncheon at Lisa’s invitation.  It was 
quite a magical experience to watch 
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“our kids” ride their final around the 
pristine Moonee Valley track in their 
silks.  They are such a credit to us as 
a Sporting Organisation and really do 
us proud at these events.  If you have 
not yet attended a Speed to Safety 
final…..do yourself a favour….

Lisa has a few other concepts that 
she is working on with Pony Clubs 
and Zones such as Racing Taster days, 
Pony Racing and Speed to Safety 
in other venues such as Equitana 
(unfortunately cancelled this year).  
While the underlying aim is to attract 
Pony Clubbers into racing careers, it 
is education centred activities and 
training and gives our members 
opportunities to see and use 
facilities we would struggle to access 
independently. 

RIDER CLINICS

We ran an Eventing Clinic in Northern 
Zone this year at Denilquin Pony 
Club that was very popular and 
well attended.  Sue Leslie (EA Level 
3) and Delwyn Ogilvy (EA Level 1) 
coached 24 riders over 2 days in the 
3 Olympic disciplines as well as some 
theory.  They were well received and 
all riders and parents who attended 
learnt a lot.  Thanks to the Zone and 
Deniliquin for your hospitality.  We 
hope to run more of these next year 
in conjunction with the National 
championships sub-committee to 
offer a few more opportunities to 
members who may not have access 
in their area to many coaches.

RESOURCES

There has been a little adjusting on 
the C certificate worksheets and 
there is a little to do on the C*/K 
again from feedback we received 
from the field.

Thanks to Jennifer Goard at the 
office an E certificate manuals and 
colouring book has been developed 
this year.  There are no worksheets 
for E certificate, the manual’s 
intention is for a fun and interactive 
way for members to learn the 

required information and have a 
booklet to keep and refer to if they 
need it.

Currently Jen and I are working on 
redeveloping the A worksheets , 
they have gone to the Pony Club 
Australia Coaching Panel for input 
and review and will then need to be 
formatted before they will be ready 
for distribution.  Hopefully by the end 
of October these will be ready to go.

A CERTIFICATE

Congratulations to Hannah Ramage 
of Benalla Pony Club in attaining her 
A Certificate earlier this year.  It is 
a testament to her dedication and 
lifetime of Pony Club experience to 
have made her way through to the 
A Certificate.  It takes a lot of time 
in learning the theory but probably 
more time in training her horse to 
the level required for A Assessment.  
Hannah worked diligently to obtain 
competency in all areas of the A 
which include flat riding, Jumping, 
Lungeing and Long Reining, Horse 
Handling and Horse Care.

The A certificate will be able to open 
equestrian doors internationally 
for a candidate who passes as it is 
recognised all over the worked as a 
high standard of horsemanship.

Well done Hannah!

It has been another busy year for 
Coaching in Pony Club and I expect 
2015 to be much the same.  We 
will continue to deliver NCAS 
training and assessment, we will 
roll out some new officials training 
and accreditation, State Training 
Workshops for all comers and some 
rider specific training in the form of 
certificates and clinics.

Most of this I could not achieve 
without the help and support of 
the Chief Instructors Panel, DCI/ZA 
personnel, NCAS State Assessors, 
Coaches, Riders and Parents.  You 
are all critical to the success of these 
days either by presenting, assessing, 
attending, riding or making the 
lunch!  Thankyou for your input in 
whatever way and please come along 
again next year!

To the Chief Instructors, State 
Councillors, PCAV Executive and 
Government departments, thankyou 
for your support, encouragement 
and wisdom.

To the girls in the office thanks for 
your help and your good humour 
when it all gets a bit frantic!!

Kate Wilson



“Riders gain an awareness of and ability 
to control how fast they are travelling, at a 

safe and balanced rhythm and speed,”

Speed to Safety

Speed to Safety
Caulfield Racecourse
24th - 25th August 2013
Final time trials were held at 
Caulfield’s New Zealand Bloodstock 
Memsie Stakes meeting this 
Saturday for Racing Victoria’s (RV) 
innovative Speed to Safety program. 

The joint initiative between RV and 
the Pony Club Association of Victoria is 
designed to train young riders how to 
ride track work safely, with a view to 
fostering future track riding talent.

The finals featured sixteen pony club 
riders, aged between fourteen and 
twenty one, who won Speed to Safety 
heats within their region over the past 
five months.

Thirteen of the sixteen riders are 
competing aboard retired racehorses and 
will be identifiable by specially designed 
saddle blankets that bear the Racing 
Victoria Off The Track logo.

The Speed to Safety program requires 

riders, according to their pony club 
grading, to cover a set distance as close 
as possible to a designated time. 

On Saturday, the sixteen riders took to 
the track prior to Race 1 and navigated 
a solo run from the 1000m mark to the 
winning post. 

Riders who compete in cross country 
events in grades one and two must 
complete the 1000m as close as possible 
to 109 seconds, while grade three and 
four riders must complete the 1000m 

trip as close as possible to 120 seconds. 

RV’s Workforce Development Officer, Lisa 
Coffey, said the program teaches young 
riders how to ride safely to optimum 
times over a given distance and instructs 
participants on how to ride using track 
rider techniques. 

“Riders gain an awareness of and ability 
to control how fast they are travelling, at 
a safe and balanced rhythm and speed,” 
Ms Coffey, who rides track work daily 
herself, said. 

“This leads to safer and more accurate 
time keeping while competing, especially 
cross country where time penalties are 
often the difference between achieving a 
place or not.

“The program also gives riders an 
insight into the numerous careers 
and opportunities available in the 
thoroughbred racing industry, 
particularly as a track rider.”

A raft of prizes, were presented in the 
mounting yard after Race 1 by trainer 
Peter Moody, they were on offer for the 
finalists.  

These prizes incuded two fully funded 
places in the Racing Victoria’s Track Rider 

“Riders gain an awareness 
of and ability to control 

how fast they are travelling, 
at a safe and balanced 
rhythm and speed,” Ms 
Coffey, who rides track 
work daily herself, said.



Program, assistance to the winning Pony 
Club zones to improve and upgrade 
cross country facilities, invaluable work 
experience for all finalists with some 
of Victoria’s leading trainers and family 
passes to metropolitan and country cup 
race meetings across the state.

All finalists also received a personalised 
Speed to Safety jacket, sponsored 
by winning Edge, with the riders of 
all retired racehorses to also receive 
exclusive Off The Track saddlecloths.

The winner of Grade 1|2 was ??? and 
??? took the honours for Grade 3|4.

We look forward to improving the 
participation in this program in 2015 and 
giving many more riders the opportunity 
to take advantage of this learning 
experience.

Lisa Coffey

“The program also gives 
riders an insight into the 

numerous careers and 
opportunities available in the 
thoroughbred racing industry, 
particularly as a track rider.”
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Certificates

In 2012 I decided I would work 
towards gaining my A certificate. 
With much encouragement from 
Kammy Cordner-Hunt I began 
preparing my horse Nigel for the 
elements required. 

To begin with I needed to complete a 
written test which covered principals 
of training, nutrition, horse health and 
general knowledge. The fact that I had 
studied Cert 2 Horse Studies in year 12 
made this task more achievable. I then 
went on to the pre assessment which 
took place at Christine Sievers’ property. 

It was great to have Kammy’s support 
on this day. We went through the theory 
components and work book and I gained 
valuable feedback of what I needed 
to have recorded for the assessment 
day. I then worked with Christine for 
the lunging, long reining, flat work and 
jumping components. 

As part of our assessment we also had to 
prove we were able to ride and assess an 
unfamiliar horse. I was lucky enough to 
be given opportunity to ride Christine’s 
Medium/Advanced level dressage horse. 
This gave me a great feel of movements 

such as traver, renvers and walk 
pirouette. I was then to use these skills 
to school Nigel in such movements. 

Following this day I then had a lesson 
with Sally Fitzgerald who lent me her 
double bridle and helped me learn how 
to use it as this was another requirement 
of the A.  
 
In January 2013 I was formally assessed 
for my A Certificate. On the day I 
successfully passed the elements of 
jumping, cross country riding, course 
building, lunging, long reining and horse 
mastership. 

The three assessors were happy with 
all these areas however required me to 
improve my flat riding and double bridle 
work as on the day I wasn’t able to show 
these movements were established.

Although disappointed I knew on the 
day we hadn’t performed well on the 
flat. This gave me a focus for the next 12 
months. 

I then worked closely with my instructor 
Rhonda McCallum to improve Nigel’s flat 
work. This didn’t always come easy with 
Nigel and at times it had to get worse 
before it got better. 

In December 2013 a date was set 
for a final assessment. From here I 
travelled over to Sue Terry’s our zone 
chief instructor where we worked on 
getting Nigel to accept a double bridle 
and perform the collected movements 
required. Sue also came to pony club to 
help me before the final assessment.  
 
Horses have a great way of making 
us worry.  Two weeks prior to the 
assessment day I wasn’t able to go to my 
final training with Sue Terry as Nigel had 
developed a cough. 

The vet was called and Nigel was unable 
to be ridden in the lead up. On the 
Wednesday prior to the assessment I 
wasn’t sure I was going to be able to get 
there. Nigel isn’t the sort of horse that 
copes well without work!! 

Sue gave me the encouragement to not 
give up yet and give it a go if Nigel was 
right on the Saturday. 

On the Friday before the assessment 
I rode Nigel to see how he was. It was 
fantastic that there was no cough 
however he was feeling very fresh and 
full off himself. The next day was still a 
big question as to whether we could hold 
it together.  

“Although disappointed I knew on the day 
we hadn’t performed well on the flat. This 
gave me a focus for the next 12 months.”



Nigel performed very well on the day and 
the assessor was very pleased we had 
made progress between assessments. 
I was thrilled to have passed and it was 
great to have Rhonda, Sue and Mum there 
to share this with me.  
 
The journey of the A certificate has 
at times been a long and tough road, 
however overall has been a very 
worthwhile and rewarding experience. 

Through the elements of the A I have 
developed many skills as a rider and horse 
person and Nigel has made huge progress. 

 I would to thank all those who have done 
many little things to support me on this 
journey. A special thanks to Sally, Sue, 
Rhonda and Kammy for all their and drive 
and support in the process of achieving 
my ‘A’ and to Mum who has supported 
throughout the process. 

I couldn’t have achieved this without their 
fantastic help and generosity. 

Hannah Ramage

A Certificate
Hannah Ramage - Benalla

B Certificate
Marni Hicks - Shepparton 

K Certificate
Lucy Crawford - Howlong 
Sarah Priestley - Nunawading 
Rebecca Thaller - Yarra Glen  
Rachel Ward - Yarra Glen  

C* Certificate
Amy Dixon - Reilly - Mansfield 
Beth Gleeson - Mansfield 
Sally Kirley - Mansfield 
Nichola Payne - Mansfield 
Grace Currie - Wangaratta 
Lucy Crawford - Howlong 
Sarah Priestley - Nunawading 
Rebecca Thaller - Yarra Glen 
Rachel Ward - Yarra Glen  

C Certificate
Jessica Forth - Bacchus Marsh 
Fiona Sandkuhl - Bacchus Marsh 
Isabelle Sandkuhl - Bacchus Marsh 
Carlee Bellingham - Bairnsdale 
Casey Dillon - Bairnsdale 
Chloe Smith - Bairnsdale 
Hayley Sroczynski - Bairnsdale 
Kyla Stewart - Bairnsdale 
Emily Ball - Bamawm Extension 

Olivia Burke - Bamawm Extension 
Camille Holmfield - Bamawm Extension 
Madelon McDonald - Bamawm Extension 
Grace Monigatti - Bamawm Extension 
Marissa Norris - Bamawm Extension 
Jack Futter - Bealiba 
Sophie Tulloch - Bealiba 
Alexandra Ferguson - Beechworth-
Murmungee 
Caitlyn Green - Benalla 
Kiera Howell - Benalla 
Mark Marriott - Benalla 
Sophie Piscioneri - Benalla 
Grace Smith - Benalla 
Emma Selisky - Edwards - Bendigo 
Lauren Dixon - Berwick 
Chloe Dixon - Berwick 
Charlotte Stacey - Berwick 
Lori Dunn - Boolarra 
Carley Einsiedel - Briagolong  
Josie Elliott - Briagolong  
Madison Gallagher - Briagolong  
Celina Gray - Briagolong  
Olivia Northway - Briagolong  
Lydia Ryan - Briagolong  
Geneve Manning - Bright  
Shannen Denny - Broadford  
Amber Denton - Broadford  
Kiran Quilty - Broadford  
Emily Douglas - Bullengarook 
Brittany Stead - Bushy Park 
Alexandra Fredrickson - Chelsea 
Tayler Robinson - Chelsea 
Michaela Sutton - Chelsea 
Rochelle Bosco - Cobram  
Georgina Bosco - Cobram  
Abbey Brennan - Cobram  



C Certificate ... cont 
Sharni Nish - Cobram  
Gracie Reid - Cobram  
Tahlia Farrant - Cohuna 
Sophie Alexander - Corio  Moorabool 
Lorin Mayfield - Corio  Moorabool 
Amelia Sutton - Corio  Moorabool 
Tayla Josephs - Corner Inlet 
Sarah Foster - Day Attendance
Lauren Harris - Day Attendance
Amelia McCrabb - Day Attendance
Breeanna Pace - Day Attendance
Tanisha Stewart - Day Attendance
Anna Bowie - Deniliquin 
Gwenyth Lawton - Deniliquin 
Jennifer Lawton - Deniliquin 
Lucy McDonald - Dingley 
Bree Thornell - Dingley 
Mairead Green - Doongala 
Shelby Huckstep - Doongala 
Sophie Myszka - Doongala 
Jadae Bischof - Drysdale/Leopold 
Brittnie Williams - Euroa 
Beth Codling - Gisborne 
Jessica Winther - Gisborne 
Lana McMahon - Hamilton 

Chloe Plunkett - Hamilton 
Laura Ross - Hamilton 
Elisha Lavallin - Hastings 
Jorja Strack - Hastings 
Angela Fawke - Healesville 
Amelia Jarvie - Healesville 
Kate Crawford - Howlong 
Chloe Hickling - Howlong 
Sarah Horne - Howlong 
Annabelle McGee - Howlong 
Tayla Price - Howlong 
Darcy White - Howlong 
Evie Atkins (Leete) - Kangaroo Ground 
Charlotte Ball - Kangaroo Ground 
Maddison Barnewall - Kangaroo Ground 
Elise Highmore - Kangaroo Ground 
Kate Humphrey - Kangaroo Ground 
Tenielle Klapp - Kangaroo Ground 
Kristen Rosch - Kangaroo Ground 
Chloe Shaw - Kangaroo Ground 
Hannah Shiels - Kangaroo Ground 
Jason Cox - Kergunyah 
Michaela Cox - Kergunyah 
Georgia Don - Kergunyah 
Jessica Don - Kergunyah 
Tia King - Kergunyah 
Jenyca Bryant - Kilmore  

Lucy Ford - Kingston  
Alana Kelly - Kingston  
Meg Miller - Kingston  
Tegan Shearer - Kingston  
Olivia Connelly - Kyabram 
Claire Murphy - Kyabram 
Sarah Varcoe - Kyabram 
Chantel Zonneveld - Kyabram 
Natalie Zonneveld - Kyabram 
Evelyn (Evie) Crawford - Kyneton 
Olivia O’Toole - Lancefield and District 
Emma Adamson - Langwarrin 
Emily Bartlett - Langwarrin 
Dallas Carter - Langwarrin 
Jemma Green - Langwarrin 
Nicole Hobbs - Langwarrin 
Rhiannon Houghton - Langwarrin 
Jessica Hunter - Langwarrin 
Amina Mahmoud - Langwarrin 
Allanah Simeth - Langwarrin 
Serena Unmack - Langwarrin 
Sophie Ashton - Lilydale 
Samantha Caudwell - Lilydale 
Maddison Creber - Lilydale 
Olivia Hall - Lilydale District   
Rebecca Jordan - Lilydale District   
Kelsey Pendrey - Lilydale District   
Hannah Schey - Lilydale District   
Amelia Williams - Lilydale District   
Hayley Norman - Lochard 
Paige Hards - Macarthur 
Will Petersen - Macarthur 

Certificates



C Certificate  ... cont 
Alexandra Brennan - Main Ridge 
Shannan Hebaiter - Main Ridge 
Kelsey Beckwith - Maldon 
Lexie Balasopoulos - Mandurang South 
Kelly Gordon - Mandurang South 
Charlie White - Mandurang South 
Millie White - Mandurang South 
Jacinda Dixon - Reilly - Mansfield 
Jaimee Donnelly - Mansfield 
Molly Hore - Mansfield 
Nikki Krainz - Mansfield 
Lucy Reed - Mansfield 
Millie Ritchie - Mansfield 
Kaitlyn Stewart - Mansfield 
Rhiannon Hoban - Maryborough 
Riley Perry - Parmenter - Maryborough 
Brittany Attard - Melton  
Kobie Mallia - Melton  
Kymberly Miller - Melton  
Erynn Stuhldreier - Melton  
Christina Jenkins - Melton   
Lily Brown - Mentone 
Darcy Clohesy - Mentone 
Nicole Creed - Mentone 
Carley Daggett - Mentone 
Carley Lewis - Mentone 
Emily Crooks - Merricks 
Ella Pusterla - Merricks 
Charlie Chila - Mirboo North 
Sarah Abotomey - Monash 
Emily Langdon - Monash 
Kelly Pye - Monash 
Olimpia Santamaria - Monash 
Sarah Toriedt - Monash 
Stephanie Vemis - Monash 
Chloe Black - Mooroolbark 
Amy Moore - Mooroolbark 
Genevieve Savini - Mooroolbark 
Louisa Smith - Mooroolbark 
Kara Willand - Mooroolbark 
Courtney Allison - Mornington Peninsula 
Kate Collinge - Mornington Peninsula 
Ella Duniam - Mount Duneed 
Briella Egberts - Mount Duneed 
Tess Kirsopp - Cole - Mount Duneed 
Jessica Meddings - Mount Duneed 
Ashlee Atwell - Mount Evelyn 
Taryn Bourke - Mount Evelyn 
Breanna Langton - Mount Evelyn 
Chelsea Rogers - Mount Evelyn 
Abbey Williamson - Mountain District 
Sarah Berry - Moyhu 
Noemi Brockhoff - Moyhu 
Jarryd Carr - Moyhu 
Samantha Lilley - Moyhu 

Lily Thomas - Moyhu 
Maison Thwaites - Moyhu 
Keely Tua - Moyhu 
Georgia Copeland - Myrtleford 
Jasmine Woodall - Myrtleford 
Lauren Duckworth - North Eastern 
Charlotte Madden - North Eastern 
Destinee Stubbs - North Eastern 
Annaliese Turner - North Eastern 
Kelsey Uwland - North Eastern 
Amber Rendell - Nowa Nowa 
Amy Robinson - Nowa Nowa 
Brianna Sargent - Numurkah 
Laura Schwarz - Numurkah 
Sivan Barnett - Nunawading 
Jade Coghlan - Nunawading 
Sasha Evangelista - Nunawading 
Kirra Hobbs - Nunawading 
Lauren Hunter - Nunawading 
Jade Piotrowski - Nunawading 
Olivia Skerman - Nunawading 
Stacey Hill - Officer 
Grace McPhee - Officer 
Zara - Lee Cotter - Orbost 
Breah Donald - Orbost 
Lilly McGregor - Pakenham 
Shaylan Stokoe - Pakenham 
Jemma Turner - Pakenham 
Chloe Aldie - Phillip Island 
Rosie Bourke - Portarlington 
Courtney Devereux - Portarlington 
Shamley Woodhouse - Portarlington 
Anastasia Youngman - Riddells Creek 
Shannon Clack - Ringwood  and 
Bridget Duncan - Ringwood  and 
Paul Greenall - Ringwood  and 
Hollie Hildebrandt - Rochester 
Charlotte Pope - Rochester 
Madeleine Twomey - Rochester 
Charlotte Ambler - Seville 
Lucy Baker - Seville 
Camilla Baker - Seville 
Rhiannan Camillo - Seville 
Hailey Chesterfield - Seville 
Maddy Kitto - Seville 
Kyle Kroeger - Seville 
Tess McCarty - Seville 
Amber Shiel - Jones - Seville 
Grace Symes - Seville 
Laura Wallace - Seville 
Keely Bryant - Seymour 
Mia Gillett - Seymour 

Jasmyn Hamilton - Shepparton 
Cassandra Bebbington - St Andrews 
Maddison Cooke - St Andrews 
Lily Dobson - St Andrews 
Jade Linton - St Andrews 
Eva Livesey - St Andrews 
Ethan Stuart - St Andrews 
Sharna Uden - St Andrews 
Krystal Manning - Stratford 
Abby Cumming - Swan Hill 
Rhiannon Glare - Swan Hill 
Edward Martin - Swan Hill 
Annabel Murray - Swan Hill 
Darcy Boucher - Swifts Creek 
Kate Dyer - Swifts Creek 
Jack Mitchell - Swifts Creek 
Kate Eddy - Tocumwal 
Emma Marsden - Tocumwal 
Tara Evans - Toongabbie 
Ellena Boura - Upper Beaconsfield 
Matilda Bedendo - Wangaratta 
Annabelle Creed - Wangaratta 
Amie Hourigan - Wangaratta 
Hailey Silva - Wangaratta 
Natalie Axford - Warragul 
Laura Lafferty - Warrnambool 
Elizabeth Collett - Werribee 
Margaret Collett - Werribee 
Leah Hutton - Werribee 
Christopher Paton - Werribee 
Samantha Tyrrell - Werribee 
Laine Dickson - Whittlesea 
Georgia Lacekels - Whittlesea 
Isobel Moras - Whittlesea 
Tahlia Morel - Whittlesea 
Jessica Neubauer - Whittlesea 
Daisy Eitler - Wodonga  
Belle Morrow - Wodonga  
Aedan Staats - Wodonga  
Renae Faber - Yarra Glen  
Alice Sharp - Yarra Glen  
Hayley Stephens - Yarra Glen  
Ella Williams - Yarra Glen  

Certificates



International Mounted Games

Toronto, Canada
Monday the 5th of August was the 
first day of training camp. We all 
got together as a team early that 
morning and introduced ourselves. 

We all knew of each other but weren’t 
close friends, it wasn’t long before that 
changed and we acted like we had known 
one another for years. 

The team consisted of coach Sean Corbin 
and chaperone Tamara holiday, and 
the riders David Gardiner(TAS), Lauren 
Brewer(WA), Milly Young(SA), Gina 
Youles(QLD) and myself. 

The first day of training camp was tough. 
We did two sessions of games and 
each session was at least 1 hour and a 
half. By the end of the day we were all 
exhausted. We started early and finished 
late for the next two days and trained 
hard. The improvement of teamwork and 
skills within two days was incredible. 

We stayed at a nice property in South 
Australia, owned by a lady named Sue 
and man named Bob, and got waited on 

for the few days we were there, which 
was lovely because we certainly worked 
up an appetite. 

Thursday morning, although it was 3am, 
it was filled with excitement.  It was the 
day we were flying out! 

We arrived at Adelaide airport at 5am, 
flew to Melbourne, got on another flight 
to Los Angeles, and got on another to 
Toronto. All up we did about 24 hours of 
travelling and not one of us had slept. We 
were like the walking dead. 

Once we got out of Toronto airport we 
were escorted by a man named Del who 
was the organiser of the event. He drove 
us to the York Dale Inn where we stayed 
for the next few nights.

Friday the 9th was the day we met the 
other teams. Meeting the others team 
was fun. You got to find out interesting 
things about them, their families and 
their mounted games life. It is amazing 
how other countries are so similar yet so 
different. 

Saturday morning all the teams piled 
onto a bus and the tour around Canada 
had begun. First stop was a small market 

where we grabbed some lunch and then 
it was to the horse lodge where we were 
accommodated for the next few nights. 
We had an activities planned for us here; 
western games on their school ponies, 
trail riding and kayaking. 

Monday the 12th we left the lodge 
and headed to white water rafting, 
every single day we had an activity on. 
We went to a pool party in Ontario, 
paintballing, attended a light show, went 
to the beach, did the 1000 island cruise, 
visited Canada’s wonderland, Marine 
land, Maid of the Mist, did a 50km bike 
ride in Niagara, walked Amish markets 
and did a lion safari. We also had a 
scramble comp and the official comp all 
in three weeks. Our schedule was so busy 
so we were all happy to have early nights.

During the three weeks we stayed at 
many different places but only stayed 
at each place at the most two nights. 
On three occasions we were billeted to 
families. We were always billeted with 
someone new and got the chance to 
spend time with the riders from other 
countries. Being billeted was good 
fun because you got the chance to 

Going overseas and competing for Australia 
was the best experience I’ve had in my lifetime. 



experience their Canada and eat what 
they ate. 

On the 24th of August was the official 
competition. When we got up, we got 
dressed and all went and had a team 
meeting. Putting the green and gold on 
was a huge privilege.  The nerves were 
flying around on the bus ride to the 
grounds. The teams went from being 
close friends that couldn’t stop talking 
the day before, to barely saying a word. 

We arrived and met our ponies for the 
first set. Warming up was very nerve 
racking, once the competition started 
Australia was on a roll, we got some 
consistently good places and in each set 
got better and better. 

The team rode so well together and 
we listened to everything Sean said. 
We managed to get through the whole 
competition without elimination, we 
never dropped a pass and we never 
placed last. Once it was official and we 
had won, the smiles couldn’t be erased 
from our faces. We carried so much pride 
representing Australia and then taking 
out the gold. Winning topped off an 
amazing tour.

Going overseas and competing for 
Australia was the best experience I’ve 
had in my lifetime. I have met the 
most amazing people and made great 

connections for whenever I want to 
compete overseas again. Being in that 
environment and meeting people from 
all over the world is an indescribable 
experience. I loved every minute of the 
tour and being with such an awesome 
team made it so great. 

Being coached by Sean and chaperoned 
by Tamara was incredible. Sean is such 
a good coach; we couldn’t have won 
without him and Tamara.  They were 
there for us whenever we needed them.  

It took 5 years of State Squads/State 
Nationals and endless training to for 
fill a goal; competing for my country. I 
couldn’t have done it without all the help 
and support of my family, friends and 
coaches. I wouldn’t be anywhere without 
these people. 

I’d like to make a special mention of 
Tooradin Equine Services, Don Hoffman, 
Southern Cross Feeds and the MPPC 
Games Team families. Their support and 
encouragement has been incredible. 
Pretty much my whole horse riding life 
they have gone above and beyond their 
call of duty. 

When I took on the challenge of funding 
my own International Mounted Games 
Tour, I was supported by my sponsors, 
my pony club, the State Champs Grant, 
Pony Club Vic’s NMG Committee and my 

local community. I appreciate everything 
they have done for me. 

I would also like to thank the Victorian 
Prince Philip Families for their guidance, 
support, friendship, their Hotdog Stalls, 
Raffles, Coffee Stands and for greeting 
me at the airport waving the Aussie flag. 

I will always be grateful to Marilyn Healy 
for her inspiration and bring Mounted 
Games to our club. I can’t thank these 
people enough; thank you  to Pony Club 
Australia for giving us these amazing 
opportunities, this was an experience 
of a lifetime and something I will never 
forget.        

Tiff Sweet



National Championships

There was an air of excitement as 
we loaded the horses on to Ramsay’s 
Transport for the 4 day journey to 
Brigadoon in Perth.  

We all felt confident that the horses 
would travel well ... thanks to the 
information pack  from PCAWA and some 
advice from our resident vet (thanks 
Suzanne) we thought we’d prepared the 
horses well for the trip.

We all met at Tullamarine early Thursday 
morning for the Qantas flight with our 
extra luggage containing our team 
uniform, lovely white saddlecloths 
sponsored by Horseland and all the other 
masses of stuff we seem to have for our 
horses, leaving little room for our own 
luggage.

The delay in the arrival of the horses gave 
us ample time to settle into the State 
Equestrian Centre (SEC), prepare stables 
and feed and also purchase weather 
appropriate gear (GUMBOOTS). 

SEC is the home of Equestrian Sport in 
WA, with the RDA, EWA, PCAWA, Pony 
Club and Polo all having a presence.  It’s 
located in the beautiful Swan Valley 

and is surrounded by vineyards and 
horse properties.  It is not dissimilar to 
Werribee in that there is an indoor arena 
with an enclosed glassed viewing area 
and large spectator seating, various sand 
arenas, polo fields, x-country course, 
stables and yards, with a riding trail along 
the river. 

As the horses settled into their new 
environment and took time to recover 
from their journey, we all took advantage 
of some free time to explore the sights 
of Perth & Fremantle (and of course 
thanks to the Hawks we were very proud 
Victorians). 

Then it was time to move into the 
‘dongas’ (shipping containers with 3 sets 
of bunks – not the Hilton I agree, but 
good fun for 6 chatty girls) and prepare 
for the competition.  The Trot Up was 
followed by Dressage warm up events 
on Day 1 and for the Games Team and 
Eventers on Day 2.  

PCAWA staff and members were very 
welcoming and provided some yummy 
breakfasts and dinners and organized 
some terrific activities each evening; 
trivia night, 5-bar competition, quadrille, 
barrel racing and a beach party finale.

As the competition progressed we met 
our fellow competitors from the other 
States which created a really friendly 
atmosphere.

The introduction of the Tetrathlon to the 
competition proved to be a really great 
team building opportunity with all the 
other riders cheering from the sidelines 
at the shooting range, swimming pool, 
x-country running course and at the 
Hickstead course on the final day.  
Congratulations to Marni and Carly 
who rose to the challenge and entered 
the competition for the first time, both 
second in their respective sections.

The formal dressage competition got 
underway on Day 2 with each rider in 
the Senior  team riding 3 elementary 
tests and the Juniors riding 2 novice and 
1 elementary test.  In the meantime 
our games team riders were fighting 
a well fought battle in the 2 days of 
competition.  Carly our sole eventer 
finally started her competition in earnest, 
but unfortunately due to the extremely 
wet conditions the x-country phase had 
to be relocated to another venue which 
prevented us from being able to cheer 
her on.

“it was time to move into the ‘dongas’ ...  
shipping containers with 3 sets of bunks ...  

not the Hilton I agree, but good fun  
for 6 chatty girls!



On the highlights of the trip was the 
official dinner held at the Belvoir 
Reception Centre just down the road 
from SEC. We all presented in team 
uniform for the official photos and each 
team and it’s officials were presented.  
There were 2 very inspiring quest 
speakers in Sonja Johnson and Sharon 
Jarvis both Olympic medalists in their 
respective disciplines of eventing and 
para-dressage.  

Another fun night was the Quadrille.  
The dressage riders had a day to practice 
a routine (thanks Erica and Loreto) and 
run around and put a costume together.  

The Queensland team, performing to 
the very appropriate Swan Lake stole the 
show, but we were delighted with our 
3rd place rosette presented by Hamish 
and Maggie from Hamag.

All too soon the last day of competition 
had arrived and all the teams presented 
for the final presentations.  The sun 
came out and it was great to see all the 
teams and their respective State flags 
lined up.

On behalf of all the riders, I’d like 
to thank everyone who made this 
experience possible.  Clare Lewin 
back at PCAV for all the administrative 

matters, Chris Sievers our fantastic 
dressage coach, Philip Cobbledick as 
PCAV President (and recently awarded 
Life Member) for going into bat for 
us, to Scott Cruise and Karen Somers 
supporting the games riders, to Suzanne 
(how lucky were we having a vet in the 
team to keep an eye on our wonderful 
horses).  Finally thanks to my mum 
(travel co-ordinator) and dad (roped in as 
team manager).

It was great fun – can’t wait for South 
Australia in 2015!!!!!!

Kirilee Hosier

2013 Victorian Team

NMG - Junior
•	 Stephanie McAuliffe - 

Dandenong Ranges
•	 Tiffany Sweet - Mornington 

Peninsula
•	 Kayla Crowther - Ballarat
•	 Mille Ross - Yarra Glen
•	 Jayde Kirkham - Macedon

Dressage - Senior
•	 Kirilee Hosier - Eltham
•	 Erica Hosking - Monbulk
•	 Marni Hicks - Shepparton

Dressage - Junior
•	 Lily Herzer - Wonthaggi

Horse Trials - Junior
•	 Carly Heislers - Wonthaggi

Tetrathlon
Tetrahlon was held as a demonstration 
event at the 2013 National 
Championsips. 

•	 Carly Hicks - Shepparton
•	 Marni Hicks - Shepparton



State Awards

The Award of Merit is the highest honour for 
outstanding service to Pony Club performed as 

a Riding or Non-Riding Member .

Award of Merit

Barwon 
•	 Lochie Bailey – Bacchus Marsh
•	 Stephanie Thompson – Bacchus 

Marsh
•	 Melissa Billings - Ballan
•	 Kelsey Mason – Ballarat

Central
•	 Melissa Burns - Gisborne
•	 Aimee Bush - Gisborne
•	 Jordan Bush - Gisborne
•	 Sally Studley - Melton
•	 Kirsten Ryan - Oaklands
•	 Kirsten Kerry - Oaklands
•	 Jacquelyn Kerry - Oaklands
•	 Breanne Francis - Woodend

East Gippsland
•	 Jenna Gamble - Bairnsdale

Midland
•	 Maddison Maud - Bendigo
•	 Melissa Harvey - Bendigo
•	 Trista Hoyland – Neangar Park

Northern
•	 Nerolea Crossfield, Swan Hill

North Eastern
•	 Caitlin Bourchier – Numurkah

Northern Metro
•	 Kirilee Hosier - Eltham
•	 Jessica Martin – Mount Evelyn

Southern Metro
•	 Danielle Stefanutti - Doongala
•	 Kaitlin Adamson - Langwarrin
•	 Tesse Cook - Langwarrin
•	 Brooke Howarth - Langwarrin
•	 Edward ‘Robbie’ King – Main 

Ridge
•	 Sarah Abotomey - Monash
•	 Liana Jennings-Allen - Monbulk

Wannon
•	 Nil

West Gippsland
•	 Jacqui Panozzo - Drouin



Life Membership

Philip Cobbledick
Philip Cobbledick was awarded 
Life membership at the Pony Club 
Association of Victoria’s A.G.M. 
held on 13th October 2013.

Philip has been involved in Pony 
Club for longer than most of us can 
remember, but few of us know much 
about him.

He was born on a dairy farm some 
time ago, I did not ask his age!  Leaving 
school he went into dairy farming and 
riding became part of life using his 
pony to bring in the cows for milking or 
moving them into fresh paddocks. 

His equestrian competition seems to 
have been in a couple of Old Buffers 
events.

He played football for Colac as junior 
& then went on to play for Irrewarra in 
the seniors.

He married Dianne some forty four 
years ago and it was through Dianne’s 
influence that their three sons, Daryl, 
Chris & Simon became Pony Club 
members. 

Dianne was a competent horsewoman 
and had competed in Pony Club State 
events.

Daryl Chris and Simon went on to 
compete in Show Jumping, Eventing 
& Games at State Championship level, 
can you imagine getting three boys 
organised?

Originally Phillip avoided becoming 
involved at Pony Club, leaving Dianne 
to take their sons to rallies; however 
eventually he was persuaded becoming 

President of the Colac Pony Club for 
two years then D.C. for two more 
years.

The Barwon Zone elected him as 
their Zone Representative in 1990 & 
he held this position for a period of 
twenty years keeping the Zone well 
under control, there is precious little 
Phillip misses & his power of recall is 
extraordinary, no computers required, 
he has it all in his head.

He has had a strong involvement in 
the Flat & Games State Championships 
for many years, having undertaken the 
role of TD in recent Championships, 
again there is not much or probably 
nothing that gets past Phillip’s eagle 
eye.

In 2013 Phillip was Team Manager for 
the Victorian Team that went to the 
National Championships in Perth, he 
would not have missed anything there 
either! 

He is a Life Membership of Colac Pony 
Club & the Barwon Zone 

Whilst his life was busy running his 
large dairy enterprise, Phillip kept up 
with Pony Club and other aspects of 
rural life.

He was President of the Colac & 
District Football League and President 
of the Irrewarra Football Club for ten 
years.

A Life membership of the Country Fire 
Authority shows his commitment to his 
local area.

To keep his mind sharp he plays poker 
with serious dedication, representing 
his area at the Poker Media 
Championships.

Congratulations, Phillip, your Life 
Memberships of PCAV is well deserved 
to one of those people who always find 
time.

Anthea Sutherland

Honour Board
Life Members
2013	 Philip Cobbledick

2012	 Jan Faulkner

2010	 Kaye Blanchard

2009	 Clarrie King

2008	 Stephen Coffey

	 Fiona Matheson

2007	 Jess Hull

2006	 Wendy Olenick

2004	 John Barlee

	 Ian Wardell*

2000	 Frances Corry

	 John D. Laird*

	 Angela King

 	 Keitha L. Raabe

 	 Noel E. Steele

	 R.H. Botterill*

	 I.M. Gardner

	 George J. Cross*

	 Norm D. Wilkins*

	 F. Maringer*

	 E. Kenny*

	 M.C. Crozier-Durham*

	 C. Luckock*

	 Kay Irving (MBE)*

	 E. Bolle*

	 L. Burgess*

	 G.N. Balharry*
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The OC would like to thank all the sponsors and 
also the wonderful volunteers from the majority 
of clubs in the Midland Zone who worked hard 

to ensure the success of the event for both 
competitors and spectators alike. 

Horseland State  
Dressage & 
Showjumping
Midland Zone
Bendigo Showgrounds 

1st & 2nd March
The Midland Zone hosted the 2014 
Horseland State Dressage and 
Showjumping Championships at the 
Bendigo showgrounds over the weekend 
of March 1st and 2nd.  

Bendigo had a very long, hot, dry 
summer but thankfully the weather 
was not too warm and was mostly fine 
apart from a few showers on Saturday 
afternoon. 

The arena looked spectacular for both 
the dressage and show jumping phases 
of the competition with the Midland 
Zone colours of black and orange 
contrasting vividly against the green 

grass, the white dressage arenas and the 
colourful show jumps.

The dressage competition began at 
8.00am with all rings concluded by 
12.30pm. 26 entries rode in grade 1, 27 
in grade 2 and 30 in grade 3. Overall the 
EFA accredited judges were satisfied with 
the standard of the dressage riders.

The Table A event of the show jumping 
competition was held on Saturday 
afternoon followed by the two round 
championship and the two phase on 
Sunday. 

Again the competition ran very smoothly 
with all rings concluded by 2.00pm. 18 
combinations competed in A grade,30 in 
B grade and 32 in C grade.

The Midland Zone covers a huge area 
but is one of the smaller zones when 
it comes to member numbers.  The OC 
would like to thank all the sponsors and 
also the wonderful volunteers from the 
majority of clubs in the Midland Zone 
who worked hard to ensure the success 
of the event for both competitors and 
spectators alike. 

Thanks also to Vicki Jans from head office 
who did a great job regularly updating 
the PCAV website with stabling and other 
important information in the week prior 
to the event. 

BSP Equestrian Event Scoring Services did 
a wonderful job scoring the competition 
and as the weekend ran very smoothly 
everyone was on the road heading for 
home at a reasonable hour hopefully 
with good memories of a great weekend.

Sue Foley



Horseland State Dressage & Showjumping Results
DRESSAGE

GRADE 1 – Individual
1.	 Alex Sventek (WGZ) 
2.	 Lilly Herzer (BZ) 
3.	 Emma Alexander (BZ) 
4.	 Casey Arthur-Wise (NZ) 
5.	 Marlee Carter (NMZ)
6.	 Lauren Howes (NMZ)

GRADE 2 – Teams
1.	 Central - Epanine Fynmore, Isabella Luxmoore,  

Hayley Marciniak
2.	 North Metro
3.	 South Metro
4.	 Barwon
5.	 Wannon
6.	 North East

GRADE 3 – Teams
1.	 North Metro - Georgina Mock, Louisa Inge, Lauren 

Howes
2.	 Central
3.	 Barwon
4.	 East Gippsland
5.	 West Gippsland
6.	 North Eastern

SHOWJUMPING

Grade PA - Individual
1.	 Alexandra Robinson (NEZ)
2.	 Ryan Waddell (NEZ)
3.	 Maddison Connell (NEZ)
4.	 Lucinda Doodt (BZ)
5.	 Sarah Osborne (NEZ)
6.	 Cassandra Fitzgerald (CZ) 

GRADE PB - Teams
1.	 West Gippsland - Vivian Carfrae, Aleisha Dunks, Jessica 

Bolding, Sophia Landy
2.	 South Metro
3.	 North Metro
4.	 Barwon
5.	 North East 
6.	 Midland

GRADE PC - Teams
1.	 North Metro - Jackie Wright, Lauren Sturt, Madeline 

McCarthy, Kimberly Apted
2.	 East Gippsland
3.	 North East
4.	 Barwon
5.	 South Metro
6.	 Central
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The course was considered challenging but fair 
by all and there was much discussion over the 

technicalities and correct way to jump the water 
jump by the various people involved in the 

course the day before! 

Horseland State  
Horse Trials
Central Zone
Candlebark - 3rd & 4th May
The much anticipated Horseland 
PCAV Horse Trials State 
Championships hosted by Central 
Zone was a tremendous success.  

In this year of the 60th anniversary 
of the first Pony Club Championships 
Central Zone went all out to make it 
a memorable occasion. The setting 
was picturesque in the foothills of 
the Macedon Ranges at “Candlebark” 
the home of Riddells Creek Pony Club 
owned by the Clark family and the rainy 
weather only enhanced the beauty of 
the surroundings. 

The course was meticulously planned 
and designed by Kevin Watson from 
Riddells Creek and built by Brian Wilson, 
David Stammers, Wayne Cuthbert and 

Mick Pineo who has been building 
courses for many years.  

Several new jumps were built to 
complement the already substantial 
course on offer and thanks go to Avenal 
Horse Trials committee for lending their 
portable jumps to ensure the course had 
enough variety and new challenges for 
this State Level event. 

The course was considered challenging 
but fair by all and there was much 
discussion over the technicalities and 
correct way to jump the water jump by 
the various people involved in the course 
the day before!

Bev Shandley was the highly respected 
Technical Delegate over the weekend 
who not only offered the highest of 
technical knowledge both before and 
during the event but was happy to take 
all queries from riders and parents with 
a smile.

The dressage was all held on Saturday 
for the 2 Grade 1 sections and 4 Grade 2 
sections with 146 entries including some 
stunning horses presented for many 
well ridden tests.  The dressage judges 

were particularly complimentary of the 
standard of riding.  

Grade 2 went on to do their 
showjumping on Saturday afternoon 
which set them up for some exciting 
riding on Sunday to finalise the placings. 

Grade 1 was run in the traditional order 
of International Horse Trials with  Cross 
Country ridden Sunday morning before 
riding the showjumping course in reverse 
order after lunch which put everyone on 
the edge of their seats anticipating that 
elusive clear round to hold the riders’ 
places.  

Thanks to the showjumping course 
builder Jenny Muir for providing a 
challenging course and judge Anne 
Jones.

Central Zone was proud to offer course 
walks on Saturday in between riding to 
both Grade 1 and 2 riders by two very 
local riders who are riding at high level 
EA. 

Rohan Luxmoore and James Lang 
who both rode at several PCAV State 
Championship Horse Trials themselves 
are now involved with Riddells Creek and 



Event Results
GRADE 1 A
1.	 Tamara Campain
2.	 Nicole Cahill
3.	 Hayley Purcell
4.	 Hannah Brian
5.	 Melissa Burns
6.	 Hannah Ramage

GRADE 1 B
1.	 Stephanie Thornton*
2.	 Katelyn Thompson 
3.	 Lucy Crawford 
4.	 Asha Kelly 
5.	 Jaimee Hayes 
6.	 Stephanie Hibburt 

GRADE 2A
1.	 Lizzy Kelly 
2.	 Sara-Jane Vaughan 
3.	 Tayla Childs 
4.	 Genevieve Nicholson 
5.	 Alice Lawn 
6.	 Ellie Symes 

GRADE 2B
1.	 Nichola Payne 
2.	 Charlotte Sheldon 
3.	 Lisa Browning 
4.	 Amy Slocombe 
5.	 Brittany Armstrong 
6.	 Elissa Raines 

GRADE 2C
1.	 Lily Morrison 
2.	 Alkira Riley 
3.	 Eponine Fynmore 
4.	 Sarah Mcmaster 
5.	 Bryoni Butler 
6.	 Lizze Cox 

GRADE 2D
1.	 Anna Church 
2.	 Kirilee Hosier *
3.	 Molly Barry*
4.	 Georgia Salmon*
5.	 Charlotte Gibson 
6.	 Hannah Mclean 

TEAM
1.	 Mornington Peninsula - Tamara 

Campain, Jamiee Hayes, Emily 
Dewing, Brittany Armstrong

2.	 Langwarrin – Hayley Purcell, Katelyn 
Thompson, Zoe Stewart, Dylan 
Gregson (*)

3.	 Emu Creek - Laura Bell, Asha Kelly, 
Lizzy Kelly, Rachael Farrell (*)

4.	 Seville – Alice Embry, Ellie Symes, 
India Ambler, Rachael Collins

5.	 Seville – Maddison Clark, Laura 
Eggleston, Megan Deans, Anna 
Church 

6.	 Eltham – Kirilee Hosier*, Annabel 
Cator, Tom Lochert, Kirilee Hosier* 
(*)

Gisborne Pony Clubs respectively with 
their children and were happy to coach 
this year’s young riders with their words 
of wisdom, both on the technical aspects 
of each jump and as mentors. 

The course walks were well received and 
many thanks go to them.  In addition 
to the official walks, Central Zone Chief 
Instructor Ruth Feltoe provided talks 
on what Horse Trials are and additional 
walks each day for the junior riders who 
came along on the day to watch and 
learn. The young riders were particularly 
curious how the course would ride while 
dodging kangaroos at jump 5!!

The Cross Country phases were 
particularly exciting for spectators 
who were not only thrilled to be able 
to stand on the “hill” and watch the 
whole course but to be provided with 
a gripping commentary by Sue Tufnell 
who managed to comment on every 
rider, advise their progress and keep the 
audience entertained while facing into 
that icy blast straight from Antarctica. 
Thankyou Sue!

Results were provided in a timely and 
efficient manner by the experienced 
team at Event Secretary which is actually 
owned and run by Riddells Creek Pony 
Club and the Slade family.  Thankyou 
to Warwick and Karen Slade who 
worked tirelessly to ensure the results 
were posted quickly and accurately all 
weekend.

The entertainment was not limited to 
the riding either, with a full program 
provided Saturday evening for all the 
riders and officials. 

Those camping were thankful to spend 
the evening at the warm Riddells Creek 
Hotel which provided plenty of food in 
conjunction with an interesting talk from 
the American equine nutrition expert, Dr 
Stephen Duren, who spoke about feeding 
eventers and nutrition. (Along with 
many other generous sponsors, whose 
products filled the riders’ ‘goodie bags’, 
Hygain donated lots of bags of feed 
which were raffled.) The night did not 
end there with much fun and laughter 
going well into the night riding the 
bucking bull and discussing the events of 
the day.

The monster raffle continued throughout 
the weekend with many gorgeous 
products donated by the sponsors and 
trade stalls including lots of feed bags 
so there weren’t many people holding 
raffle tickets who went home empty 
handed. The silent auction was held 
on the Sunday for the more substantial 
donations which was well supported.

Central Zone would like to thank all clubs 
in Central Zone who banded together to 
offer volunteers over the weekend and 
of course Riddells Creek Pony Club who 
did a brilliant job preparing the grounds 
and running the canteen.  Being the first 
Sunday of May it was the normal rally 

day for many clubs so a special thanks 
goes to the local clubs who rescheduled 
their rallies to enable riders and 
volunteers to spend the weekend at the 
Horse Trials.  

Congratulations go to the 6 individual 
winners, Stephanie Thornton and Elysha 
Walles in grade 1, Lucinda Doort, Keely 
Morris, Lauren Howes and Monique 
Biedrzycki in grade 2 and the winning 
club team from Mornington Peninsula. 

All of these riders were thrilled to receive 
their winner’s rug from Horseland. With 
the increasing difficulty of entering 
teams at a club level it would be great 
to see the continuation of team spirit 
by offering combined zone teams in the 
future over both grades. 

Each zone may only host the PCAV State 
Horse Trials once every 10 years but it 
is always an honour to do so and well 
worth the effort to see the young riders 
of the future reach their peak of pony 
club competition.

Leonie Lang
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The red and white hoodies with the distinctive 
logo which epitomises the wonderful team 

spirit shown in this event were very popular.

Horseland 
InterZone Teams 
Horse Trials 
North Metropolitan 
Zone 
Yarrambat Pony Club 

27th & 28th July
In its third year at Yarrambat, the 
Interzones Teams Horse Trials went 
without a hitch. 

The numbers were down a bit this 
year but about 170 riders enjoyed the 
competition and participated with 
excellent team spirit in each of the three 
phases. Possibly the new rule requiring 
qualification in two events caught out 
some riders. No excuse for next year – 
start planning your eventing program 
now! The upside of fewer riders was 

that there was plenty of room for the 
campers to spread out. 

Campers started arriving at noon on 
Friday and by the end of the day, most 
teams had collected their goody bags 
containing their competition needs.  
Body number – courtesy of Werribee 
PC - map, program and certificate of 
participation, gift from Horseland, 
flyers from sponsors and souvenir 
merchandise. 

The red and white hoodies with the 
distinctive logo which epitomises the 
wonderful team spirit shown in this 
event were very popular.

By 4 o’clock in the afternoon, many 
riders had gathered to take part in a 
course walk. We were grateful to Judy 
Jenkins, an experienced eventing mum 
from Wannon zone and Kirilee Hosier, a 
senior rider from NMZ, for stepping in at 
late notice when the original volunteers 
became unavailable.  Their helpful advice 
was much appreciated by the riders.

The competition started at 8am on 
Saturday morning with 8 dressage arenas 
in full swing. By 11.30 we had all officials, 

fence stewards and service crews in 
place and we were ready to start the 
cross-country phase. 

The TD, John Barlee, together with Brian 
Copeland, the course-builder, and the 
Yarrambat team had again ensured that 
an interesting and challenging but safe 
course had been built for the event. 

All riders had finished by mid-afternoon 
with just a couple of tumbles and no 
serious mishaps. There were some light 
showers throughout the afernoon but 
luckily, the heavy rain held off until after 
all riders had finished and their mounts 
were rugged up and put away for the 
night.

On Saturday evening about 70 riders and 
their families sat down to dinner in the 
big shed or gathered around the open 
fire outside for the traditional spit roast 
buffet meal. It was delicious with plenty 
of seconds for people who had built up 
an appetite riding in the cold.

Sunday saw riders take to the 
showjumping area to complete the final 
phase of the competition. We were lucky 
that the sun came out and the riders 



competed in fine conditions. It was a bit 
windy, but lovely weather for drying out 
wet tents before packup.

By 1.30pm the final scores had been 
posted and checked and we were ready 
for the presentations. After the members 
of the teams which placed 1-6 had 
been presented with their sashes and 
photographed by proud parents and Zone 
Reps, the winning zone was announced. 
North Eastern Zone! 

Back in the winner’s circle after a couple 
of year’s break. All NEZ riders with their 
happy zone rep, Adrian Dowell,  were 
photographed with the winner’s shield. A 
fitting end to an exciting weekend.

I would like to extend thanks to all those 
who contributed to the success of this 
event. This includes the other members 
of the Interzones HT committee (Linda 
Smith, Val Armstrong, Peter Favaloro, 
Wayne Cuthbert and Aimee Cuthbert), 
the TD John Barlee, the Yarrambat PC and 
the family members of the riders who 
conscientiously performed all the jobs 
asked of them. 

We are also grateful to our sponsors and 
we would urge you to support them when 
you can. 

Leonie Lang

Horseland InterZone Horse Trials  
Event Results

ZONE TEAM SHIELD - North Eastern Zone
GRADE 3 TEAMS
1. North Metro Razzlers - Brittany 
Apted, Tess McCarty, Milla Potter, 
Annalise Turner
2.  North Metro Diamonds
3.  North Metro Dazzlers
4.  West Gippy Warriors (WGZ)
4.  Central Zone Comets
6.  NEZ Dominators

GRADE 4 TEAMS
1.  North Metro Wonders - Madeline 
Ballinger, Maddy Kitto, Lauren 
Howes
2.  NEZ Bullets
3.  Barwon Bellas
4.  In the Zone (WGZ, WZ & CZ)
5.  North Metro Starlets
6.  Central Power (CZ)

Horseland
www.horseland.com.au

Horseland supplied and embroidered 
the winners’ rugs and provided a gift of 
a dandy brush for each rider

Gift Horse 
Christine Collinge
www.thegifthorse.com.au

Koolit Wraps 
Jill Grover
0403 273 638

Hobby Horse Supplies
hobbyhorsesupplies@yahoo.com

HM Horsewear 
Helen Munro
stugatsio@bigpond.com

Ride with Elegance 
Jessica McLean
ridewithelegance@gmail.com

An Eventful Life 
Paul Higgs
www.an-eventful-life.com.au

Thanks to our Event Sponsors
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State Championships

Each year the costuming, choice of music and 
choreography develops to be more and more 

creative in the Musical Ride competition. 

Horseland  
State Games, 
Flat Teams & 
Musical Ride
Barwon Zone
Bacchus Marsh Pony Club - 

15th & 16th June
The 2014 PCAV Kay Irving Games, 
Flat Teams and Ian Wardell 
Musical Ride Teams Championships 
were held at the Bacchus Marsh 
Recreation Centre, on the 14th & 
15th June.

Despite the cold and misty conditions 
on the Saturday, the day ran smoothly 
for the Flat Teams and Musical Ride 
Competitions. Numbers were down a bit 
this year for the Team of Four, which was 
probably due to the trialling of the Pairs 
Team competition.

The eleven Teams of Four were 
beautifully presented and looked a 
picture as they performed in the 3 
phases of the competition in white 
fenced arenas on the meticulously 
prepared sand. Winner on the day was 
the Team of Four from Ballarat Pony 
Club. Second place went to Macedon 
Pony Club and third place was the Orbost 
PC Team. Congratulations and well done 
to all.

Each year the costuming, choice of 
music and choreography develops 
to be more and more creative in the 
Musical Ride competition. Spectators 
were entertained by ballerinas, cheer 
leaders, footballers, animals from Africa, 
spanish ladies, Finding Nemo and Alice in 
Wonderland, just to name a few. Twenty-
two Musical Ride Teams competed on 
the day with the Orbost Pony Club Team 
the eventual winners with their theme 
‘The Pink Panther’. The Bacchus Marsh 
Pony Club Team placed second with their 
graceful performance of ‘Swan Lake’ 
and in third place was the very colourful 
Monash Pony Club Team who performed 
‘The Ritz’.

The new Pairs Team Competition being 

trialled this year, proved to be popular, 
with twenty-two teams competing on 
the day. The idea for this competition 
was to enable clubs that couldn’t field 
a team of four to compete, might find 
it easier to make up a team of two. The 
Pairs Team competition was held out 
on the grassed arena inside the trotting 
track and worked well. The Pairs Team 
from Swan Hill Pony Club placed first 
with Nunawading Pony Club in second 
place followed by Monbulk Pony Club in 
third. 

It was pleasing to see more teams 
making a real day of it by competing in 
more than one competition, with six 
teams competing in both the Team of 
Four and the Musical Ride. It is hoped 
that more clubs will take this option up 
next year, as it is a long way to come for 
just one event.

Over 220 people braved the cold and wet 
Saturday evening to enjoy the hospitality 
of the Bacchus Marsh Pony Club who 
once again put on a value for money 
2 course spit roast meal and delicious 
desserts, feeding everyone in little over 
an hour. Dinner was followed by the 
popular Annual Karaoke competition. 



This year’s winners were from Warragul, 
who were presented with the trophy for 
the best/loudest performance on the 
night.

The day started off as very chilly but 
mostly fine on the Sunday with twenty-
five eager teams competing in six games 
events which included the Postman’s 
Chase, Mug Shuffle Relay, Sack Race, 
Ball/Cone Race, Tyre Race and the Flag 
and Drum Relay. At the end of the six 
events the top five placing teams went 
into the runoff which consisted of four 
of the six events drawn out of a hat. The 
Kangaroo Ground Pony Club Team came 
out as the eventual winners after a close 
and exciting contest. On a count back 
the Team from Benalla Pony Club placed 
second with the Bacchus Marsh Pony 
Club Team a close third.

In all it was a great weekend and thanks 
must go to the small band of volunteers 
that make up the State Games and Flat 
Teams Organising Committee for again 
running a well organised event. Thank 
you to the volunteers (parents) from 
each zone, who helped out over the 
weekend. Without your assistance this 
event couldn’t run.  A big thankyou to 
the Bacchus Marsh Pony Club who do a 
lot of the behind the scenes work and 
keep everyone well fed over three days.

Well done to all the riders, big and 
small, who came to compete in the 
various events. The beauty of these 
Championships is that riders and horses 
of all ages and abilities can participate 
and enjoy themselves. It is great to 
see the older more experienced riders 
helping and supporting the younger 
riders. It is a real team effort, which what 
it is all about.

So start organising your teams and 
begin practicing now.  We look forward 
to welcoming you all back in 2015 
for another action packed, fun filled 
weekend!

Judy Beasley

Horseland State Games, Flat Teams  
& Musical Ride  
Event Results
“KAY IRVING” STATE GAMES
1st	 Kangaroo Ground
2nd	 Benalla*
3rd	 Bacchus Marsh*
4th	 Nowa Nowa
5th	 Wodonga
6th	 Macedon A

TEAM OF FOUR
1st	 Ballarat*
2nd	 Macedon
3rd	 Orbost*
4th	 Nyah
5th	 Bacchus Marsh*
6th	 Benalla*

PAIRS RIDE
1st	 Swan Hill
2nd	 Nunawading*
3rd	 Monbulk*
4th	 Leighdale*
5th	 Ballarat*
6th	 Bairnsdale

“IAN WADDELL” MUSICAL RIDE
1st	 Orbost*
2nd	 Bacchus Marsh*
3rd	 Monash
4th	 Toongabbie
5th	 Warragul
6th	 Maryborough
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PCAV’s strength is an excellent financial  
position for 2014/15 and an exciting  

future for PCAV Park.

2013/14 will no doubt be noted as 
a significant year both financially 
and for the perpetuity of the Pony 
Club movement in Victoria with the 
purchase of PCAV Park.

This acquisition brings the accumulated 
assets of PCAV to close to 3.5 million 
dollars.  The balance sheet shows 
reduced cash assets due to $500,000 
cash deposit paid for the property 
without selling any of our current assets, 
such as the office in Mulgrave, and the 
organisation has still achieved a positive 
fiscal position to maintain our core 

business, a situation many other sporting 
organisations would be envious of.

We will continue to enforce good 
business practise on all things financial, 
to achieve the improvements planned 
for PCAV’s own equestrian centre into 
the future.

Future investments in the infrastructure 
of the property and the reduction of the 
bank commitments will be the aim over 
the next few years.

The Government has been more 
conservative with their Grants 
2013/2014 year (75,000) which has 
affected our surplus; however this year 
should be more positive.  Our major 
sponsor Horseland is keen to continue, 
with their $20,000 sponsorship, including 
$5,000 cash which was paid a little later 
this last financial year, but is recognised 
as a significant contributor to PCAV.  

As interest rates continue at all time 
lows, it is a positive for the 2014/15 
year’s loan position with the bank; 
however it has reduced the interest 
income for 2013/14 by $8000.

The shop goes from strength to strength, 
NCAS coaches program for clubs into 
the 2015 year, the magazine, the income 
from PCAV Park whilst modest now will 
improve as facilities are opened up to 
clubs and the public groups so it will be 
self sufficient in the years to come.

PCAV’s strength is an excellent financial 
position for 2014/15 and an exciting 
future for PCAV Park.

Pam Davey - Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report
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Pony Club Association of Victoria would like 
to thank all Zone and Club personnel for 
their hard work and support throughout 

the year.

We extend our gratitude to all our 
members and hope that next year in Pony 

Club is marked with acheivements and 
plenty of fun and enjoyment.

Pony Club Association of Victoria gratefullly 
acknowleges the support of the State 

Government.

We extend our thanks and appreciation to 
Horseland for their sponsorship support.

We also thank Brandon Malone for 
allowing us to use his images within 

this document our magazine and other 
marketing collatoral, his support is greatly 

appreciated.


